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To M. • * • 

• COUNSELLOR 

TP THE 

PARLIAMENT 

O F • * ♦. - 

PERMIT, Sir, an unknown, " 
but zealous, citizen, an 
impartial hiftorian of the Jfe- 
fuits, to pay public homage to 

• that truely philofophical patri- 
- otifm ^4^fticn•.■ybu -have difplayed 

• in this ^9^\:\jlvL. exciting 
againft the:J^iQ^:'.tJie, zeal of 

' the magiftratesj you have not 

A 2 negleded 



negje^ed to fix their enlighten- 
ed attention on all thofc men, 
who may have with this alien 
ibciety' any marks of lefem- 
blance, and who, arrayed in 
black, gray, or white, may ac- 
knowledge like it, in the very 
bpfom of France, another coun- 
try, and another fovereign. " 

You have fhewn no hfs^ 
lights in making known to the 
fage Depofitarics' of the laws, 
all thc:|nenof .thejarty, who- 
ever ttey tfe>' all -tlifei.fenaticks, 
whateverllvefy:jt^^ wear, whe- 
ther thgy-:'.«iy^^q '-francis of 
Paris^ or Francis of Borgia, 
4 whether 
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whether they maintain prede^ 
terminating decrees ^ox congruoiti 
affifiawts, 

. If the author of this writing 
had been able to afk you your 
opinioas, hi^.wprk would, with- 
out doubt, have gained greatly 
by it. May you, fuch as it is, 
grant it your fuffrage, and re- 
ceive it as a ilender mark of 

• • • . . 

the ackoowkdgeopent which 
religion, the flate, . philofophy, 
aad letters owe ta you. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

THE different pieces which 
have been publifhed on the 
afFair of the Jefuits (if we except 
therefrom the requifitories of the 
magiftrates) breathe an animofity or 
fanaticifm in thofe who have under* 
taken either to defend or attack the 
fdciety. We may fay of thefe hifto- 
nans, what Tacitus faid of the hiftoi- 
rians of his time : Neutris cura ^- 
Jieritatisy inter infenfos vel obnoxios :. 
** None of them were influenced by 
'* any regard for ppfterity, being 
•* themfelveS' among the exafperated' 
*< or the obnoxious." As the author 

of 
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of the following writing profefTes a 
pretty great indiflference for quarrels 
of this fort, he has had no violence 
to do himfelf in order to tell the 
truth (fo far at leaft as he has been 
^ able to come at the knowledge of it) 
with refpedt to .the caufes and the 
circumftances of this fingular event : 
if he has fometimes told it with 
energy, he flatters himfelf at leaft 
that he has delivered it without bit-> 
ternefs, and he hopes that thus his 
work will not difpleafe thofe, who 
like him. are detached from any fpirit 
of party or intereft. He has even 
waited, before he publifhed this 
writing, till peoples minds fhoul^ 
l>e no longer heated, in regard to 

the 
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eff wfiick "Wt ' Tiaye fucfecffivcly bein 
witneiTes; Inlefs than eight. years 
we have fedri the earth ihaken, rwal*** 
low up a part of Portugal, Spam, 
Africa, and Hungary, and terrify by 
its ihocks feveraL other nations ; a 
war kindled from Lifbon to Peterf- 
bourg, fer ibme almoft uncultivated 
trads in Nortb^America ; the fyftem 
of Europe changing fuddenly its ap- 
pearance at the end of two centuries 
by the ftridt and unhoped-for union 
of the houfes of France and Auilria ; 
the confequences of that union, all 
contrary « to what it was natural to 
have expected from it t the king of 
Pruffia withftanding alone five for- 
Aiidable powers leagued again/}: him, 
and ifTuing from the bofom of the 
ftorm vidtoriogs and covered with 
glory; an emperor call headlong 

from 
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ilrotn hh throne ; the king of Portu^ 

gsl aifaflifiated ; France terrify eo it a 

like attempt^ and .trembling for a life 

the moft precioos / laflly, the Jefuits^ 

thofe men who wctc thought lb poy/f 

erful, fo firmly eftabliflicd, fp tfir 

:4oubtai^e/ driven. ^om the former 

of thefe two kifigjiQiMS, aiid d?jtrOy>^ 

cd in the:fccondi) This laft event, 

which is, for certain, neither the 

;int»Ar melancholy, oor the gteat^ft of 

thotfc which we have juft i:ecapitui- 

Jated, is perhaps neither ^thc jical): 

furprifihg, nor the Icail.fufceptjble 

of reflexions. It is for pbilofopncis 

to fee it fuch as it is, to {hew it fiah 

as it i^ to pofterity, to make known 

to the fages of all nations, : ho w paf- 

fion and hatred have, without kaowr- 

ing it, affiled reafon and juft ice in 

this unexpeiStcd tatiftrophc ■: . ; 

B 2 lo 
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in T)rder to ejiplain myfclf with 
impartiality on the deftruSion of the 
Jcfiiits in France/ the pbj^ of this 
treatife, we muff begirf very far 
back, and reafcend to thtf-vcry origin 
•of this famous fociety^ place in 
one point of view the obftacles 
^hich had been oppofed to it, the 
.progreffes which it has made, the 
•blows which it has given and recei- 
ved ; laftly, the caufes apparent and 
iccret, which brought it to the brink 
cf the precipice, and which have 
terminated by throwing it from 
thence. >) 

• It is fomewhat above twc hundred 
years fince the fociety of Jcftiits took 
'birth. Its founder was a Spanifh 
gentleman, who having had his brain 
•heated by romances of chevalry, 
and afterwards by books of devotion, 

took 
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took It info his head to he the Don 
Quixote of the Virgin ♦, to go and 
preach to infidels the chriKlian reli* 
gioA >vkich he knew nothing of» and 
to afi^ate himfelf for that purpofe 
with thofe adventurers who ihould 
think proper ta join him^ 

It will be thought 9floni(hkig» 
without doubt, that an order^ be- 
come ^ powbrful and fo celcbratedf. 
ihould have for itst founder fuch Si 
man.y This founder was howcVfer 
wife 'Cnoiigh to detlihe entefing; 
into the order of Theatins/ which a 
cardinal, .who fome years after be- 
camb pope> had juft .eilabli(bed a 
little before the Jefuitfi ,beg&n to ap^ 
ipear. Ignittius, in ^pite -of all the 
<)ppo]Stion v^hi^^hjli^l^^ experir 

enced ^t its birth, chofe rather to be 

v^-r. . vRiy • Aw; r V : ..■: the. 

^^e the JeFuit vAitcrrot the Ufe orst.i^iatia^ . 
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the legiflator'of an inftitution Aii...si,'"« 




xr-^- ■*' 



fubjcdt him(elf tola Ws which wefel^Sfe: ■ ^ 

'of his making. Itfcems as if he^ef ' 

faw, from thial Very time, the future 

grandeudr of his order, and the fmall 

-figure the other would mak«, tliough 

' deftined to be in bur times the era- 

-iSle of a pious prelate, railed from 

the bofom of that order (by aft im-^ 

<penetrable Providence) to the firft 

dignities of the itate and of the 

church *. 

Ignatius had alfo the wit to per- 
Jteive, that a ibciety which made 
particular profeffion of devotion to 
4he Koly iecjt would find infallible 
ftipport from the head cf the Rom ^ 
krlyurch^ ind by tliefe Baeans from 
"die ^AthdiQ fllpices^ its dear and 

'faithful 

'- ^ Fatluir Bqpvdbt TlMitiii» aAenvards Bifhop 
ef.Mii^poti^ ud terlpW^^jiM to ifar children 
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/tithful fbns ; . and that thus thk 
Society would triumph at length over 
'the traniitory obflacles which it might 
inipdt with at its origin. It; \kas m 
this view that he gave to it thofe fa* 
mous conilitutiolns, fince perfected » 
-and -always oil the fame plan, by 
iwo fucceflbrs very fuperior to Igna- 
tius, the tviro generals Lainez and 
Aquiviva, fo celebrated in the annals 
of the Jefuits : the latter efpecially, 
wtriguiog; adroit, aqd full of great 
vie w^, was on all thefe accounts very 
proper for the government of an am- 
Wtious fociety : to him it is indebted, 
niiyre than to' any other, for thofc 
regulations fo well contrived and Co 
wife, tl>at we may ftylc then^ the 
mafter-plece of (he induftty of hu« 
man naturii in po^t^oiF policy, and 
whichi htye tj^i^tributcdi: during two 

: vB 4.'^ Jiundr^ 
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hundred years, to the aggrandize- 
ment and glory of this order. Thcfc 
regulations, it is true, have ended in 
being the caiife or the motive of the 
deftruftion of the Jefuita in France'; 
but fuch is the fate of all human 
grandeur and power, it Is in their 
vfery nature to grpw worfe ftiiid be- 
come extind: when they have iarrived 
at a certain degree of gr^atnefs and 
luftre. The empire 6f the Afiyrians, 
thatof the Perfians, the Roman em- 
pire itfelf, have difappeared, precife- 
iy for tins very reafon, becaufe they 
were bfecome-to*large^and too po\/- 
erful. Thefe^ e^aftipks pughr to 
confole the Jefuits, if it be poffibk 
for JefuitiCal. pride to becoofoled. 

We cannot better compare, this 
.fociety, every where furrgunded vi^ith ' 

enemies, . and fvery wh^Kl /? ium- 
..,;; J. 7 phant 
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pHant for the fpace of two renturies^ 
than to the marflies of .Hollandj 
cultivated By obftinate labour^. b6> 
fieged by the fea> which threatens 
every ihftant to fwallbw them up,, 
and perpetually oppbfing their dikes 
to that defl'rudive element*. Let: 
theie dikes, be pierced but in orie. 
iihgle^ place^. Holland' will be laid' 
under water after fo many ages of 
labour and* of vigilance.. This is 
what has, happened to the fociety ; ; 
its enemies have at 1^' found 
out the weak part^ and : pierced its 
dike 5 yet thofe who.* had raifed. 
it with fo much care and pati- 
ence, thofe who had* afterwards 
watched* fo long over its preferva- 
tion, thofe who have cultivated^ with i 
fo much fuccefs,. the foil which was ; 
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'|)rote(5|ed by tHis dike, merit nevef • 
thelefs cdtnmc;odaticci o n that jaca)unt» 

Scarce had the company of Jefus 
/for that . is the name which it 
.had taken) begun to ihew itfclf in 
^ France, when it intt with number- 
lefs difficulties in eflablifhing iti^lf 
there. The uni verities efpecially 
made the greateft efforts to e^cpel 

. thefe new comers ; it is difficult to 

■ . ■ • . •• 

dppide, ,whether this oppontion does^ 
. ho»our or difcredit to the Jefuit$ 
. who experienced it. They gave 
: themfdves out for the inftru dors of 
. youth gratis 5 they counted alreadjf 
. amongft them foipie learned and fa- 
^ mous men, fup^rior perhaps to thofe 

f €f whom the univerfitics could boaft : 

■ . • • • .... 

intercft and vanity might . therefore 

i. ^d&*^cient motivcf to their adver- 

farics, at leaft in'theife firft moments^ 



to feck to exclude them. We may 

reGotleS: the like oppofitii^n which 
* the Mendicant orders underwent 

from thefc very univerfities when 
' tljey wanted to introduce tbenifelves; 
'there; oppofition founded on pretty 

iteai^y the iame motfvcdj and which 
' lieafcd not but by thedate into which 

thefe' orders are fallen, now become 

•■ • • • ■ 

incapable of exciting envy. 

' C)fi the other fide, it is very probable 
that the;fbciety, proud of th^ fup- 
j)6rt wliich It found am idft fb many 
^ ftormsi furnifhed arms to its' advcr- 
faties by braving them ; it feemed to? 
fliewitielf, from this firhc, with that: 
" fpirit of invafibn which it has but 
' too much'difplayfe'd'fi'nce, but whichi 
it has carefully covered at all timcs^ 
with 'the mifk. of religion,, and: 
4Df zeal for the falvation of fouls^ 
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This define of extending itfelf, and 
of domineering, appeared already on 
dl fides : the fociety infinuated itfelf 
into the confidence of feveral fov€- 
reigns i it cabalkd at the courts of 
fomc others ; it rendered itfelf ibr-^ 
snidabic to the biihops^ by the* 
dependance wbjch it ; ai&dled oi\ 
the court of Rome alone.; iaihort^. 
the more it aggrandized itfelf^ the- 
more it feemed to juiftify, by its. ere* 
dit and its intrig^es^ the rancour of 
its enemies againft it. To. govern. 
the univerfe^ not by force^ but by 
teligion> fijch appeared to have beea^ 
the device o£ this fociety from its. 
origin; a device which it.ha$ madeap* 
|>ear further ta prpportian as Its exifl^ 
ence and its authority.gainedf^rength.. 
. Never did it lofe fights either, of 
tibis. objedtji -or of the means (aa. 

imoQth . 
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fmoatli as efficacious) v^hich it was 
, to employ in ordctlb- fucceed in it, 
, It is perhaps the only. one o£ all the 
, focieties. as the houfe of Auflria is 
. the only pne of all the powers. of. 
Europe, which, has obferved an uni-^ 
igrpiand coii/ltant ppli^y ;. an incftj- 
staH^ . fl^vatitage to focieties and fp-* 
\:ere^]|s^fe&» flidividuals only pafs 
. away, ^d are fubied in that (hort 
fpace ta a fmall . dircle of events^, 
wJhich by na mean^ permit thentv^ 
to have any immiitable. ^ilem. Bo-*- 
dies and great, ho^fes fubfift for* a^ 
long time;, and if they purfue always, 
the fame proj edS| the icene of the 
world,, whith; changes perpetually^^, 
brings on at lafl:>^ fdon or late^ cir-^ 
cumflances favourable to. their views. 
' -We mufti when once we have de- 
. cjated. ourfdves their enemy, either. 

annihilate. 



' aitnthilate them entirely, or end ih; 

"feeing their vidjnfl ; fb long as they. 

J^ave biie gafp remaining, they tetfc 
. not to T5e fqrinidable. ^ You have* 

f* drawn the fwordagainft khe Jdfuits/** 

faid a man of wit to a philofopher ; 

' *^ well, throw the fcatbard info the: 

• ' ..... 

*^ fire/' Biit individual, 'hpwhume- 
rous and aniniat^H foevier they be, 
have very little forcfe agaihft i body : 
^ accordingly tlie'Jefuits fo decryecJv fo 
■ attacked, fo detefted, would fiibdft 
perhaps flill with, more-luftre than 
ever, If they had not had' for irrecdn- 
eileable enemies other bodies fiill fub-. 
fiftiiig as well as'thenjL,. and a§ con- 
ilantly taken up wjth the project of 
exterminating, them, . as they have_ 
been with that of aggrandizing; 
tnemfclves.. *.* , ' V- 



/ 
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The manner In which this &eietff 

'eftabliihed itfelF ^ in thofe places 

'where it found ^ leaft TeMancet. 
difcbyeirs very ' plaiol}r ' the projeft:. 
which" we hav£ attributed tathenit, 
of governing mankinJf ahdoF malcii^ 
religion ^fubiervjient. to that dcSghi 

It is thusthat the Jefiiits; have ac- 
quired in Paraguai. a^: inohal^chical 
authority^ founded^ it is faid^ on 
perfuaiion alone, and on the lenity of 

. their government : fovereigns in th^t 
vaft country, theyxcnder happy, it iwfcf- 
fored, the people there who obey them, 

, and whom tfiey have at laflr effcdt- 
ually fubjefted to them without tm- ; 
ploy ing violence. The care with which 
they exclude ftraagers, prevents bur 
knowing the particulars of this fin- 

\gular adminiflrationi but the little 
VKhichhasb^n difcovered of it, (peaks 

its 
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Sjtfpraifei and would render it perhaps- 
tb be defired^ if the relations befaithfulj 
that many other barbarous countrieSji 
where the people are opprefled and 
unhappy, had had, as well as Para* 
guai, Jefuits for apoftles and mafters. 
If they had. found.- in Etirope as^ few 
obftacles to their domination^ as in 
that vaft country of America, it is 
to bjs believed that they would rule 
there at this day witK the fanle em- 
pire: France, and the ftates into 
which philolbphy has penetrated for 
the happinefs* of mankind; would 
without doubt have loft greatly there- 
by; but.fome other natiops perhaps 
would not have been, more to be 
pityed for it. The people know but 
one thing only, the wants of nature,, 
and thp neceffity of fatisfying them; 
the. moment they are by their fi tu^. 
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tion iheltered from mifery and {uffct-f 

ing, they are. content and happy: 

Kberty is a good which, is not made 

for thein» of which they khow not 

the advantage, and ^hich they pofTci^ 

jiot but to abufe it to their own. pre- 

judice; they are children who fall 

.jdown, and hurt themfelves the mo- 

.jnentthey are left to go alone, and 

.who ge^ up again only to beat their 

.nurfci thcyjnuftbe well fed, kept 

eoiployed without cru£hing them>.and 

led withojut fiiji^ring dhem to fee too 

plainly their chains. ** This (fay they) 

. *' is what the Jefuits do in Paraguai ; ' 

** this probably is what they would 

^^ have dqne every where clfe, if the 

** vvojrld had been difpofed to permit 

^* them/* But in Europe, where they 

^hai^lrqady fa many matters, they did 

* not thipfe proper to fuffer.anyncwone^: 

^ this 
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this rcfiftancc, tho' fo natural, irritated 
tjbfc Jefuits> and rendered them wick- 
ed : they made thofe nations, which, 
refufed their yoke, feel alt the evils 
which thofe nations endeavoured ta 
inflid: bn them : ufefull and refpedt* 
able in' Paraguai, where they found 
only docility and gentlehefs, they be- 
came dangerous and turbulent in Eu- 
rope, where' they met with difpofiti- 
ons a little different ; and it is not with- 
out reafon it has been faid of thenlr 
that feeing they did fb much good ia 
a corner of America, and fo much 
ill elfe where, it was necelTary there- 
fore to fepd them all to the only place 
where they were not hartful, and 
to purge ' the reft of the earth of 
then). , 

Let us return to France, or rather 
to the faiftory of -the «flAbIifliment 



txf ' the fociety in that kingdom* 
Already had the Jefuits^ iiipported 
by the protection of ihc popes and 
'by that of Jcings^ focceeded> in fpite 
of the oppofition ^f ^ untverfities^ 
io obtain very gi^cpt advantages^ to 
ibund.ieverallioufeir^ tomife at length 
in Paris itfelf a college, which was 
looked upon by thcr others with '^nvy. 
The eftablifhment of this college had 
undergone feveral. affaults at different 
periods : at firft Stephen Pafqtiier, (b 
well known for his fatyrical talentt^ 
and feveral years after Anthony Ar- 
nauld, father of the .doctor, had 
ibeceffively pronounced againft the 
Jefuits thofe famous pleadings^ in 
which a few truths are found joined 
to much . declamation. The fbcifcty^ 
>ri)3:orious in tliefe pleadings, had ob« 
Iftiaed by pa^tcmt the liberty of cont»* 

nmng 
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nuihg ite lefTons ; the univerfity of 
Paris was obliged to put up with it> 
^nd thought itfelf ftill very happy in 
not being conftrained to adtilit into> 
its bofbmthofe ambitious and fadious 

men, who would foon have pofTefled 
vthemfelves of the power: perhaps alfo 

they efcaped this yoke, only becaufc 
the Jefuits difdained to impofe it x>n 
them : probably they thought them- 
selves fufficiently ftrong to raife witk 
rfuccefs altar againft altar ; and their 
.vanity, flattered with making a parly 
by themfelves, nourifhed from that 
.time the hope which it has fince but 
tdo well tealized, of taking away 
froqi the uriiveriities the education of 
.the ihoil: brilliant of the nobilijty 
of the kingdom. * 

.In the midft of this war of the 
4)jDiverfitie$ anjd the. parUamejQts . ^ 
alun gainfli 
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ipinA the Jefuits, the afTaiTmation of 
Henry IV. by John Chartel> archolat 
of thofe fathers^ was, as it were, the 
fignialKf a newilorm againft them, 
and made that thunder btirft which 
had long rolled over their heads; 
The Jefuit Guignard, being conrift-^ 
ed of having compoied, in the time 
of the League, writings favourable to 
Kgicide, and^ of having kept them 
^fter the amnefty, peri(hed -by the 
laft torture; and the parliaments 
which long iince faw with an evil 
eye thofe ufurpcrs, and who fought 
only a favourable occafion to get rid 
of them, banifhed them the king- 
dom, as *' a deteftable and diaboli- 
" cal fociety, the corrupters of youth, 
^^ and enemies of the king and of the 
-** ftate :" thcfe were the words of the 
iarffSte • : ^- 

It 



It is uohappily too certain (and 
tbcbiAorj of thofe dreiadfal times 
inrnHhes melancholy proofs of it) 
:dftat the maxims which they re« 
proached Guignard and the Jefuits 
.with,, refpedting the miipder of ki^gSy 
i«rere at that time thdft of all the' 
iither rdigioi^/oradfirs, ax)d of almbft 
ail the eccldiaftic&. Henry III. had 
|>een afiaffinated (y a fanatic of the 
border t)fljaccd>ins ; their prior Bour*- 
goiahdd jufi.been:foroj» upon the 
Mfheel . for that do&dne: ; a Carthu- 
£an» namced Ouiji> had attempted the 
life of Heary ;1V. This abominable 
^(Elrine WW . that of thfe chieft of 
the'Leiague^ aobong whom were rcck- 
.ened priefts and bi^ops ; it was alfd> 
if we may. v^efiture to fay it» that of 
a g^eat part of the nation^ whom 
fanaticifm had rendered weak and 

furious* 
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furious* The crime, of the fociety 
was then that of many others.' But 
tbft rancour^ of the couct of Rome 
againft Heniy IV* the particular pro- 
fefiion- which the Jefuits made 6f 
devotion to that, ambitious court) 
laf}ily^ the coqfidence whic^h t$ie king 
had. fliew'n tpwar^^ tihem, in per* 
mitting -them to iailrud: youth ; all 
thefe motives^firengthened by thejud 
hatred which th^ir ^ambition had ex« 
citodj m^de them deemed with reafoa 
fauftuch the more dangerous iiiii more 
criminal. .Never have the Jacobins 
43een reproached with a 3ourgoin and 
Clenjent, a^ailins of thqir fraternity^ 
as the Jefuits have; been reproached 
with their fcholar Chatel, and Guig-- 
nard their fellow : the reafon is, that 
the Jacobins are little dreadedj and 

. that 



that the Jefuits were both fcarctf and 

odious. 

In this their dmoft general diC^ 
jafl:er» two parliaments had fpared 
theni> ihofe of Bourdeaux and Tou- 
loufe t: moreover, in baniihifig them 
the reft of the kingdom, they had 
neither alienated nor cohfifcated their 
cffcdis i the magiftrates who had pro- 

fcribed them, had committed that 

• 

great miftiake;. thofe fathers, who 
liad ftill a corner in France to take 
flielter in, made ufe of the little 
hreath which* remained to them, in 
preparing for their refurreftion^ 
they joined to their intrigues^ with- 
in the kingdom, the fupport of fe* 
veral fovereigns, and efpecially of 
the court of Rome, which Henry IV. 
beared to difpleafe; and in ipite tif 
the juft remonftraftces of the parlia- 

ments^i 
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mentSy they obtained their return a 
few years after they had been ba»« 
hi(hed. Henry IV. did much more 
for them j whether it was that they 
had found means to render them- 
jfelves agreeable to that . pr iiice, or 
that he hoped to find in them more 
facility in reconciling with his amours 
the new religion which he profefled j 
or whether, laftly, which is moft 
probable, that great and unfortunate 
kingt naving been fo often aflaffin al- 
lied, arid being ftill in danger of it> 
feared and wanted to {hew refpcdl 
for thefe foxes who were accufed of 
having tigers at their command, he 
gave them in France confiderable- 
eflabliihments ; among others the 
magnificent college of la Fieche,. 
whither he was deficous . that his. 
heart ihould be carried after his 

C death t 
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iieath ; laflly^ as if to interefl th^m 
more particularly in his prefervatioh, 
notwithflanding the reports which- 
prevailed againft them, he took a 
Jefuit for confeflbr. It is pretended 
that he aded thus, in order to have, 
in his very court and about his per- 
fon, an Jioftage who £hould be an- 
fwerablc to him for that fufpedled 
and dangerous fociety,: it is added^ 
that the Jefuits liad been recalled on. 
the very condition of giving thi$ 
hoflage : if the thing be true, it mu£t 
be co'nfeffed that they vsrerc able, like 
dexterous men, to make fubfervient 
to their grandeur a law humiliating 
in itfelf, and to avail themfelves fkil- 
folly, for the augmentation of their 
credit, of the diflruft and dread 
which they had infpired. 

Louii 
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1/Ouis Xni. who reigned aftet 
Henry IV. or rather cardinal Rich* 
lieu, who reigned under his name, 
continued to favour the Jefuits : he 
thought their zeal and their regular 
condudl would ferve at once as an ex- 
ample and curb to the clergy; and 
that the permiflion of teaching, which 
had been granted them, and of which 
they acquitted themfelves with fuc^ 
cefs, would be to the univerfities an 
objedt of emulation. 

This great minifter was not de- 
ceived. It cannot be denied thai 
the -Jefuits, and efpecially thofe of 
France, have prod\iced a great nuni- 
ber of ufeful works for facih'tating 
to young people the ftudy of letters; 
works, by which the univerfities 
themfelves have profited, fo as to 
Jp^roduce, in their turn, fimilar 

C 2 works. 
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works, and perhaps better ftill : th* 
oire and the other are known ; and 
the impartial public has given them 
the favourable reception they me- 
rited. 

Let us add (for we muft be juft) 
ihat no religious fociety, without e;3C- 
ception, can boaft fo great a number 
of men famous in the fciences and in 
letters. The Mendicants, even at the. 
time of their greateft luftre, were but 
fchoolmen, tlieBenedidin^ only com- 
pilers, the other monks mere block- 
heads K The Jefuits exercifed them- 
felves with fuccefs in every kind, 
eloquence, hiftory, antiquities, geo- 
metry, literature hotK profound and 
agreeable : there is hardly any clafs 
©f writers in which they count not 

men 

' * We fpeak here in general ; for it is agreed 
that there have been, and sLtt flxUy in the other 
orders^ fome men of merit. 
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men of the firft merit: they have 
even had good French writers; an 
advantage of which no other order 
can boaft; for this reafon, that ia. 
order to write well in one's own. 
fenguagc, it is neceflary to keep com- 
pany with people of fa/hion, and that 
the Jefuits, by the nature of their 
fundtions, have been more difperfed 
throughout the world than others. 

It is aflured that the late cardinal 
Paffionei, who detefted thefe fathers, 
(for which he might have good rea^ 
fons) pufticd his hatred againft them 
£> far. as Aot to admit into his fine 
and numerous library any writer of 
the fociety. I regret this, /or the 
fake both of the library and of the 
matter; the one'lbft a number of 
good books by it;' and the other, fo 
-tghilofophical^ as we are aiTured, in 

C 3 other 
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Other refpefls, was not at all fo on 
this occafion. If any thing can con- 
fole the Jefuits, it is that the fame 
cardinal, fo fworn an enemy of all 
their works, had the misfortune to 
countenance and extol the rhapfodies 
of that fame Abraham Chaumeix, 
■ whofe very name now is become ridi- 
culous, and who is at prefent turned 
down to his proper place, after having 
been quoted and celebrated as a kind 
of father of the church **. 

The fociety owes to the form of 
its inftitution (fo decried in other re- 
fpeds) this variety of talents- which 

. ^ diftin- 

* We know ftrom a rery refpc£^able and very furc 
Jhand, that this father of the church was ibihe 
months finte at Pcterlbourg, where he wrote, for 
bread, panegyrkks on a great princefs, whb pay's 
to his eulogies the fame regard as to his writings 
Nothing more was wanting to the difgrace of 
thofe who fet him to work, but to leave hia, At 
they do, in wans and obliged to go to beg ab« 
jcAly, at fix hundred leagues, his {ubfiftence. 
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diftinguifti it. They rcje<ft no fort 
of abilities^ and require no other 
condition^ in order to be admitted 
among its members^ but a capacity 
of being ufeful. To engage our liber- 
ty, we mud pay every where, even 
among the Mendicants. Thejefuits 
know nothing of this paltry intcrcfl -, 
they receive with plcafure and gratui- 
. foully every perfon from whom they 
hop^ to draw any good ; nobody is 
ufelcfs among them j of thofe from 
. whom theyexpefttheleaft, they make, 
according to their own expreffion, 
mijionaries for the villages, or martyrs 
for the Indies. They have not even 
difdained very great perfonages, little 
worthy of the titles which they bore 
when they made themfelves Jefuits, 
as a . Charles of Lorrain, and feveral 
ethers ; their jiames have ferved^ at 

. P 4 lead 
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leaft as a decoration to the order, if 
they were good for nothing clfc : 
we may call theni the bonoraries of 
the fociety, . 

Two other reafon$ feeni to h^e 
contributed to give the J^fuits, above 
all the other orders, the advantage of ^ 
a- greater number of men eftimable for 
their talents and their works : the 
firft is the duration of their noviciate^ 
and the Jaw which permits the ?. not 
to bind themfclves by the laft vow5- 
. before the age of thirty-three. The 
, fupcriours have'^the more time to know 
their fubjeds, to judge of them, and 
to direft them towards the objedl for 
/ which they are riioft proper ; theiSe 
iubjefts moreover, being engaged at 
a mature age, after a long proba- 
tion, and all the time neceffary for 
refle:KioQ; aje lefs expofed to difguld 

and 
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and to repentance, more attached ta 
the focicty, and more di/pofed to 
employ, their talents for its glory^ . 
and for their own, which comes only 
afterward. 

A fecond reafon of the fuperiority 
of the Jefuits ever the other orders^, 
in rt^edt to the fciences. and know* 
fedge, is, that they have fufficient time < 
fiar refigning themfelves up to ftudy,, 
enjoying in this point as much liber- 
ty a6 can pofEbly be enjoyed in a 
regular community, not being fub- 
jpfted, as the other orders are, to the 
minute practices of devotion, and to; 
offices which abforb the greatcft part 
of the day. If it were not, known. 
that hatred makes arms of every 
thing,, we (hould have fome difficult 
ty tp believe, that.duritig their great 
and fatal law-^uit, it was gravely ob- 
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jeded to them as a crime, in fotrie of 
the Janfenift pamphlets, that they did 
not aflemble together fo often as 
other monks^ to fay, in common, ma- 
tins and prayers; as if a religious fb- 
ciety (the firft* duty of which is to 
be ufeful) had nothing better to do 
than to chant over heavily bad Latin 
feveral hours in the day. It will be 
£siid perhaps, that religieus orders ate 
inftituted only for prayer : be it fa; 
but in that cafe let the religious fhut 
themfelves up in their houfe$, in or- 
der to pray there quite at their eafe, 
and let. them be hindered, from med- 
dling in any thing elfe^^. 

This > fupprcffiori of playing and 

^banting, among the Jefuits,^ before 

it became a fubjed: of reproach 

againft them, had been matter of 

glcai^ntry^^ agreeably to the genio* 
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of ©ur nation : *' The Jefuits," fafd' 
they, *' cannot fing, for birds of prey 
** never do : they are," AaiJ they 
again, ^* a itt of folk? who get ^ 
** up at four in the morning, in 
** order to repeat together the: 
** litanies at eight in the evening/' 
The Jefuits had the good fenfe to 
laugh the firft at thefe French • 
witticifms, and to make no change: 
in their manner of living ; they 
thought it more ferviceable and more 
honourable to them, to have Petaus 
and Bourdaloue8, than triflers and. 
ohantersi . 

It muft be confeffed nevertheleft, . 
that in the fciences and the arts, twa^ 
kinds have been but feebly cultivated i 
by the Jefuits : thefe are French po- 
etry and philofophy. The bcft of 
their French .poets is beneath: mcdi- 

G.6- ocrityii 
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©crity ^ yet French poetry recjuircs, 
in order to excel in it^ a delicacy pf 
feeling and tafte, which cannot be 
acquired but by frequenting the. world 
much more than a religious ^ought to 
permit hinofelf to do^ This fchool of 
urbanity and delicacy is perhaps the 
only thing that was wanting to the 
Jefuit Le Moine to make him x 
poet of the firft rank ; for that Je- 
fuit, according to the judgement 
given of him by one of our greateil 
mafters, had, in other refpeds, aa 
imagination that was prodigious *,^ 
" If it be afked why the Jefuit? have^ 
«ot had French ppets, we muft 
afk why the univerfities have not 
had more of them,, and why fa- 
ipany modern Latin poet«, tak^n 

through- 

♦ M. de Voltaire, in his excellent catalogne of. 
>Jic wmeri of the agcof Louis XI V.-^ 
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throughout the feveral commnnn 

.tics» dnd throughout all conditions^ 
have not been able to^ fucceed in 
making two tolerable French linear 

. in verfe. 

Philofophy (I mean the- truei for 
&:hool-leai;ning is rnothing but the 
dregs and i^fufe of it) has not fhone 
with greater luftre amjDng^the Jefuits ^ 
but has it been more brilliant among- 
the other ordei^ ? It is almofl impof- 
fiblc that a member of any commu- 
nity ihould become a great philofo- 
phcr : the fpirit of a fociety, of a* 
monaftick fociety in particular, and 
more perhaps than any -other, the 
domineering fpirit of the Jefuits, 
that of 2r fervile devotion to their 

^fupcriors, are fo many fetters to rea- 
fon, repugnant to that freedom of 
thinking which iafo ncceffary to phi- 

bfophy. 
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lofophy. MalebrancheistKeonly pBi- 
lofophcrofemiriencc that ever belong- 
ed to a regular congregation ; but that 
congregation was compofed of free- 
men ; and, befides, Malebranche is 
perhaps kfs a great philofopher, than* 
an excellent philofophic writer. 

If any order (by the by) could have 
hoped to difpute with the Jefuits the 
pre-eminence in the fciences and in 
literature, and perhaps to have borne 
away the palm from them^ it is this 
congregation of the Oratory, of which 
Malebranche was a moft diftinguilh- 
cd member. The freedom enjoyed . 
there, without being ever hamperedi 
by vowSj the permiffion of think- 
ing differently from their fuperiors, 
and of employing their talents aC-^ 
^ cording to their own pleafure, this 
was what furniihed the congregation - 

of. 
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#f the Oratory.with excellent preach^ 

ers^ profound fcholars^ men illuftri* 
ous in eveiy way* Accordingly the 
Jefuits were very fenfible what they 
had to fear, from fuch rivals. They 
perfecuted them ; and the members 
of the Oratory had the folly to ex- 
pofe a ^weak fide to them by be- 
coming Janfenifts *. By this means 
they furnifhed a pretext to the at- 
tacks of their enenues^ and have had 
the grief to fee the decay of their 
congregation brought about by their 
own fault. They have, indeed juft 
now collected a few tattered remains 
from the plunder of the Jefuits; 
but thefe remains will hardly ever 
be able to replace what they have 
loft.^ We ought, befides, to do 

them 

• They were very far from this in i6.>. ... whea 
they forbid all the fubjefts of the congregatioa , 
tiook tc^hing Janfenifm and Cartefianiim* 
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t&em the juidice to own^ that they 
teiUfied not any eagernefs to profit 
' hy the %\xm of their ad verfaries : the 
ibciety in its misfortune experienced, 
on the pact of the Oratory, a mode^ 
ration; of which they had never given « 
them the example. But be this mo- 
deratibn counterfeit or iincere, it is 
difEcuU to perfuade one's-£blf that: 
thje Oratory will ever recover with* 
luilre the blows whicl^ have beeh. 
given it by the Jefuits : the varniih. 
of Janfenifm with which it is ftill 
iiained, and which renders it at leaf): 
fufpefted by the greater part of the 
bifliops^ the almof): general pre- 
judice of the public, and of the 
greater part of the magiftrates,, 
againft all communities, of whatever 
kind they be, and, above all, the 
phiiofophic fpirit which makes every 

dajr 
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day great progrefs^ feetns to forebode 

the end of this^ and of other fra?» 

ternities. 

If the culture of the fciences and 

of letters has contributed to render 

the fociety commendable^ ' and in^ 

trigue to make it powerful, another 

circumflance has not a little ferved 

to .render it formidable to its enemies: 

and that is the union of all its members 

for the good of the common caufe, 

.In other focieties, the intercfts and re- 

dprocal hatred of individuals almofl; 

always hurt the good of the corps ; 

but among the Jefuits it is quite 

other wife. Not that in xthis focrety 

the individuals love each other better 

than elfewherej perhaps they even 

hate one another more, being by their 

. very conftitutions fpies and informers, 

iVom^ their birth, upon each other : yet 

attack 
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attack a finglc pcrfon among thenit 
■you arc fur e of having the whole fo- 
ciety for your enemy. Thus hereto- 
fore the Senate and Roman people, 
often divided among themfelves by 
inteflin diffenfions, united at the bare 
name of the Carthaginians or of Mi- 
thridates. There is not a Jefuit who 
may not fay, like the wicked fpirit 
in fcripture, " My name is Legion/* 
Never did republican love his coun- 
try as every Jefuit loves his fociety: 
the very loweft of its members in:- 
terefts himlelf in its glory, of which 
he thinks fome rays refledtupon him* 
felf : there is not (if I may prefumc 
to fay fo) even to their brother the 
apothecary, or the cook, one among 
them who is not proud 'and jealous 
of it. They are all at once put in 
aftion by this fingle fprihg, whieh 

one 
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one man dircds at his plcafure; 
and it is not without reafon that they 
have been defined " a naked £word, 
** the hilt of which is at RomeJ' 
The love which they have for their 
fociety, fubfifts even in almoft all 
thofe who have left itr whether 
it be a real attachment founded 
upon gratitude, or a policy founded 
on intereft or on fear, there is hardly 
an ex-Jefuit who preferves not his 
connexions with his old brethren; 
and who, even tho' he has reafon 
to complain of them, does not (hew 
Ihimfelf attached to their interefts, 
and ready to defend them againfl 
their enemies. For the reft, this 
.attachment of the Jefuits to their 
fociety, ca,n be nothing but the ef- 
fedt of that pride which it infpires 
them with, and not at all of the ad- 
vantages 
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vantages which it procures for eack 
of its members. Independently of 
the little confidence and real friend- 
ship which they have one for the other,, 
and the fevere life which they lead 
within their houfes, individuals, what- 
ever merit they may have, are not at 
all confidered in the corps, but in pro- 
portion to the talent which they have 
for intrigue : mpdcft merit, or fuch as 
is confined to the labour of the clofet, 
is there unknovyn, little confidered,, 
fometimes perfecuted, if unfortunate- 
ly the preffing intereft of the fociety- 
'demand it. We have feen in thefe 
late times the fathers Brumoi and! 
Bougeant, the laft of the Jefuits 
who had any true and folid merit, 
die of chagrin under the weight 
of the perfccutioni which their fra- 
ternity were obliged to make them 

fufFer : 
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fufFer: thefe two men, who wer« 
greater philpfophers, and more en-, 
lightened^ than their flafe in lif^^ 
fcemcd to permit, were facrificcd hy 
the fociety to the clamours whicb 
they had excited; the one by ap* 
proving a work, in which the re.-* 
^ent of the kingdom (who had beea 
dead about twenty years before) was 
indiredly attacked ; the other, by a 
philofophical joke on ^* the langulge 
*^ of hearts," for which they obh'ged 
liim to make reparation, by con- 
fining him to the college of la Fl^cljur 
and charging him with the making 
of a catechifna^ which ' brought him 
down to the grave, overwhelmed 
with difguft and vexation. A hun- 
dred -years before, Petau, the famous . 
Petau, had like to have experienced 
ii fate very nearly fimilar, for having 

pretended; 
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pretended, that before the council of 
Nice the church was not fully deter- 
mined on the divinity of the word *. 
He died in the college of the Jefuits 
at Paris, abandoned and in want of 
every thing* It feems as if the de- 
vice of the fociety had been that of 
the ancient Romans-; Salus popuii 
Jupretha lex ejio -f*. \ 

To all thefe means of augmenting 
thetr confideration and their credit, 
they join another no lefs efficacious : 
this is the regularity of their condu(ft 
2fkd manners. Their difcipline on 
this point is as fevere as it is prudent ; 
and whatever ralumny may have 
publifhed concerning it, it muft be 
confefTed, that no religious order 
gives lefs handle in this rcfped. 

Even 

* See Bayle's drftionary under the word Pctau. 
See alfo the Longueruana, Part I. p. 86. 
f The fafety of the people is the fupreme law. 
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IBven thofe among them who havr 
taught the moft monftrous dodrine, 
who have written on the moft ob- 
fcen^ fubje<fts, have led the moft 
edifying and the moft exemplary 
lives. It was at the feet of the cru- 
cifix that the pious Sanchez wrote his 
abominable and difgufting work: 
and it has been faid, in particular^ of 
Efcobar, equally known by the au- 
llerity of his manners, and the loofe- 
nefs of his dodlrines, that he pur- 
chafed heaven very dear for himfelf, 
but beftowcd it at an eafy rate upon 
others. 

We have feen what fuccefs the Je- 
fuits had the art to procure themfelves 
at the court of France : their pro- 
grcfs was nearly the fame in almoft 
all the other courts : at the begin- 
ning of the prefcnt century there was 

not 
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«ot in Europe a catholic prirtce, of 
whofc confcience they were not the di-' 
cedors, and from whom they had not 
obtained the moftfignal favours; in alt 
parts their enemies raged^ and in all 
parts they made a jcft of their eneniies^ 

They confined not their ambition 
to Europe; perpetually full of the 
projeft of governing, and of govern- 
ing by religion, they fent to the 
Indies, and to China, jmifiionaries, 
who carried thither chriftianity for 
thepeople, and the profane faiences for 
, the princes, for the grandees, and 
for the more enlightened perfons, 
whom by thefe means they might; 
render favourable to them. 

Let us flop here a. moment, and 
examine more particularly, by what 
kind of learning and dodrine the 
Jefuits were able to make fuch 

3 g^eat 
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:great progrefs among the Chriftians^ 
and among thofe who were not fo. 

. The religion which we profeft 
turns upon two points; its tenets 
and its morality. . Among its tenets 
are the Trinity^ the Redemption^ 
the Real Prefence, &c. which, in ap- 
pearing to confound the human un- 
derftapding, prefent to its belief 
only truths that are fpeculative in 
ij^emfelves: thefe forts of truths, 
how obfcure foever they feem to rea- 
font. arid how much fubniiffion fo- 
ever they require from it,* are not 
thofe which meet v/ith the moft op- 
portion from the multitude: natu^ 
rally inclined to the marvellous, they 
are difpofed to adopt blindly the moft 
abfurd errors in this kind, and much 
more the truths which are only in- 
comprchenfible, provided they op- 

, . ^ D pofc 
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pofe not their inclinations. The Je* 
fuits therefore preached thofe truths 
in all their exadnefs ; they knew 
well that they rifked not much. But 
there are other tenets, as thofe of 
Predcftination and of Grace, whkfli 
border on pra<ftical religion, and 
which, preached in all their rigout 
to minds that are unprepftred^ wotdfl 
be little adapted to mike profelyte^* 
We muft take great care, faid the 
wife and pious Fleury, not to prppofb 
at once to infidels , thofe articles 
ef our belief, which might fhiock 
them too much. Suppofe a mif- 
fionary {hould come and fay ab- 
ruptly to favages, " My children, f 
** make known to you a God, whom: 
*' you cannot ferve worthily, without 
*' his fpecial grace, which he has re- 
^* folved from all eternity to give, or 
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*^* to rcftife you." « Very well," the 
lavages would fay to him, " we will 
^* wait for that grace, and till it come 
** we will remain in our prcfent 
** faith." What fucccfs would the 
Jicfoits^ have had, had they proceeded 
in this manner ? Let us fuppole that 
a Janfenifl: had been in their place, to 
preach his incomprehenfible dodtrinc 
^which he calls neverthelefs modeft-* 
ly the doftrine of St. Auguftin and 
St.- Paul) he would foon have been 
6itlier abandoned as a madman, or* 
driven away by the people with 
ftones. The Jefiiits condufted them- 
felves miuch more dexteroufly; they' 
proved, according to the faying of 
their enemies, the truth of that maxim 
of (cripture, that the children of 
darkriefs a6l with more prudence in 
their aflfairs than the children of 

L Pa light : 
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light: they preached to the peo^ 
pie they wanted to convert that 
Pelagianifm of which they make 
profeflion, and which is much more 
accommodated to the weaknefs and 
vanity of human nature; but they 
not only preached in a manner better 
fuited to humanity than the Janfenifts 
would have done ; they preached ajfo. 
more, artfully than would Pelagius 
himfelf. The herefy of that monk 
did not meet with the fuccefs it might 
have had, becaufe it ftuck half vvay* 
Pelagius, while lie reftored to free- 
dom her rights, impofcd on her fc- 
vere ties, by the morality vi^hibh he 
recommended to pradice : this mo- 
rality was that of the Chriftian reli- 
gion in all its aufterity, the renoun- 
cing of one's-felf, a penitence the 
,«noil rigorous, and an eternal war- 
fare 



fare againft the paflions. The JeFutts 
perceived that thefe painful duties 
were not made for the common run 
of mankind, and it was the mul- 
titude they wanted to attract to 
them. After having foftened what 
the doftrines of Predeftination and 
Grace have too hr.rOi in appearance, 
they did the fame with what the tics 
impofed by Chriftianity have too dif- 
ficult. Great perfonages, for the 
moft part, are, by the fault of their 
education, fupcrftitious, ignorant, 
and given up to their paflions. The 
Jcfuits permitted them to have mif- 
trcfles, provided they difplayed a zeal 
for religion, and an attachment to its 
outward forms, which are no more 
than a kind of aoHifement when the 
paffions are fatisfied, and which ferve 
befides, to confciences that are but ill 

D 3 enlight- 
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enlightened, by way of a quieter, pr, 
if you will, a palliative in their 
hours of remorfe. They followed 
jpretty nearly the fame plan with re- 
gard to all thofe whom they direded, 
and fucceeded in making, by thefe 
means, a greatnumber of partifans. 
The Jefuitical fpirit, in the manner 
of teaching religion, is pretty well 
defcribed in the definition which the 
Abbe Boileau gave of thefe fathers : 
*' They are (faid he) a people who 
*' lengthen the creed, and fliorteii 
^* the decalogue." 

I cannot help remarking, on thi? 
occafion, one fingular contradidioji 
of the human mind in mattery 0f 
religion. The Janfenifts are ftt once 
what it feems impoflible to b?^t the 
fame time, Predeilinarian^ in opi- 
luoD, and Rigorifts m mprality : 

they 
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they fay to man, ** You have greaf 
".duties to fulfill, but you can do 
** nothiivg of yourfelf; and whatever 
^' you do, what human virtues foever 
*^ yqu .pradiife,. every pDC of your ac- 
*^ tidnswillbeA newcrime; atleaft 
^' unlefs God fanctify you by his 
*/ grace, which you will not obtain 
^'i^.you are not predeftincd to it 
** graiiiitpuflyfj.and before the fore- 
** knowledge of your merits/' It 
fnyft be confefled, that this dodrine 
is mild, adapted to confolation, and 
above all confident ! but in thefe 
forts of masters, the bufinefs is not 
to be confident and reafonable 3 
it is the temper of the perfon who 
dogmatifes, and not logic, that dic- 
tates to him vsrhat he is to preach. 
The Janfenift, unpitying in his na- 
ture, is equally fo, both in. his doc- 

D 4. triaes. 
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trines and in the morality which Re 
teaches ; he Is little embarra0cd that 
the one is contrary to the other : the 
nature of the God that he preaches 
(and who, happily for us, is only his 
own) h to be harfh as himfelf, ;both 
in what he WQuld have us doi and 
in what he wills that we fhould be- 
lieve. What would be thought 'o# 
a monarclT, who ftoufd fay. to one 

of his fubj€fl:s, ** You have irons on 
** your legs, and you have not the 
•* power to take them off 5 hov^r- 
•* ever I%now inform you, that if you 
** walk not prefently^ both for a 
*^ long time, and very upright, on 
** the brink of the precipice on which 
^ you now ftand, you fhall be con- 
«* demned to eternal punifhinent * ?'^ 

Such 

* 

* The reader, perhaps, will not be dfifpleafed 
to fee what a philofopher of much wit, and full 

of 
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SucK Is the 6od of the Janfenifts ; 
fuch is their theology in its original 
and primitive purity. Pclagius^, in 
his error, was more reafonable. He 
/aid to man, ** You can do every 
** thing; but you have a great deal 
*^ to do/- This dodlrine was lefs 
{hocking to reafon; but, however/ 
very incommodious and irkfome. 
The Jefuits have, if we may fay fo, 

D 5 beat 

of contempt befides for all theological quarrels,' 
thought of this charming do£lrine. *' Can it be 
** poffible to give to the word/r^e^om a meaning 
** To forced as that which the Janfenifts give it ? 
** We are now. according to theip, like a ball on 
•* a billTard-table, indifferent whether it move to 
*^ the rig^ht or to the left ; but at the very time; 
*' that it moves to the right, it is maintained to 
** be ftill indiflferent as to its moving to that (idc ; 
'* for thia.reafi>n» th^t it might have been driven to^ 
•* the left. Such is what they have the prcfump- 
** tion to call in vlz freedom ; a freedom purely paf- 
'* five, which fignines only the dilierent u£b which 
** the Creator may make of our wills, and not' 
*< the aft which W4 ca^i make of ^them (i<tii^lve»' 
'* without his help. What fantallic and fallacious 
•^ language!'' Uttre dt }fr, M la MQttt, a Mr, de 



beat down Pelagius's price : they 
have faid to Chriftians, ^* You can 
** do every thing, and God requires 
•' but little of you/* This is th^ 
way in which we muft fpeak to car- 
nal people; and efpecially to the 
great of the age, whenever we would 
have them liftea to us. 

Thefe are not the only cauti,oJi%* 
which they have taken ; for thcjf 
have thought of every thing. They 
have had (indeed in fmall number) {Se- 
vere cafuifts and dirciftors ; compared 
with the fmall number of thofe, who 
thro' temper or fcruple wanted to im-^ 
pofe, in all its rigour, the yoke of the 
gofpel. By this means, making thenpi- 
felves, to ufe the expreffion, " all to 
*^ all," according to a faying of fcrip- 
ture (the fenfe of which indeed they 
wrcfted a little) on one fide they 
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piJQCurecJ. to themfqlves friends of 
§very kind i and on the other they 
refuted, or thought they refuted, be- 
fore-hand, the objeftion which might 
i)e made to them, of teaching univer-^ 
fally loafenefs of morals, and of having 
made it the uniform dodlrine of their 
^ciety.. This kind of complete af- 
fortqicnt, defigned to fatisfy all taftes, 
IB pretty well defcribed in the follow- 
ipg w;eli-known lines of Defpreaux:. 

9 

SI Bourdaloue uti peu'(ev^re 
Nous di(, crftigne^ lah vol upt^s 
EjfcpbaTj^ luid It-op, mcMi.perc^ 
, Npi^s la pctmet pour la fante*. 
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. ; It mufi-alfojbfe Ofeferted, that moit 
of thc)ife Jesuits*, who were fo feverq 
io.'the^r writings,^ or in their fermons, 
Wrtre- lefs fo^ tp^t^airds their peni- 
^iit6[., ItH^^beemfj^idof Bojurdaloue 
i^OilQifs thai if ha required, too much^ 
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in the pulpit, he abated it in the 
confefHonal chair : a new ftroke of 
policy, well underftood on the part 
ef the Jefuits, in as much as fpecur 
lative fe verity fuits perfons of rigid 
morals, and pradical condefcenfioa 
attracts the mul'titud'e. 

In China they empFoyed ftiir 
other methods : they rendered light 
to the people the yoke which they 
came to impofe on them, by per- 
mittiiig them to mingle with the 
praftical duties of Ghriftianity, fome 
ceremonies of the relfgion of the- 
country; to which the multitude^, 
every where fuperftitious and tumuli^ 
tuouSi was too firmly attached. 

This phiJofophy, fb purely hu- 
man» which fees in the zeal of th^^ 
Jefmts,/t|j!de£ many others^ te go 
and prt^ religion^ at the extreteii'^ 

■ . ties 
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ties of the earth, nothiog more than 
a means which they m^ke ufe of for 
becoming of confequence and pow- 
erful, regards, as the moft dexter- 
dusof their miffionaries,* thofe who 
know how beft to arrive at that end. 
We muft not then be aftonifhed, if 
the fociety is a little furprifed at the 
dumber of inveftives and ^lamoiirs^ 
of which tbefe fathers have been the 
objedl, ofi account of the Chinefe- 
ftiperflitions which they permitted to 
their new converts, tn that, as welf 
arin the reft of their conduft, to the 
vfery tfm^ of their d€ftru€i:ion> thcy^ 
have proved, we repeat it„ that they' 
knew manlcind better than their ad- 
verfaries did : theyperceived that thejr 
wccenot to frighten or difguft their 
new converts/ by prohibiting thenr* 
»iew-iiatiorral praftices which were 
I dear 
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dear to them, and which they ftill 
have it in their power to inter- 
pret as they pleafe. Pope Gregory, 
who is called the Great, and who 
was certainly a man of good fenfe,. 
feems, if we may believe the JefuitSj 
to have fet them, in that re(J3C(9:,. 
the example: they have, at leaft^ 
pretended to the authority of it. 
Auguftin the monk, whom this 
pope had fent into England, to 
convert the people who were yet: 
barbarous, confulted him on fome 
remains of ceremonies, partly civi- 
lized^ partly Pag^n, which the ne\y. 
converts were unwilling to renounce:, 
he demanded of Gregory, whether 
. he nciight permit them thofe cere- 
roonies^ *^ There is no taking away,'* 
replied that pope, " from rugged 
^* mind^^ all their habits at once : 

^* wc 
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i'. ^e afcend not a fteep rock by leap- 
^' ing on it) but by clambering up 
<^ ftep by ftep/* We fee here thq 
principle on which the Jefuit8 pre- 
^nd to have conducted themfelves 
in China, They were perfuadedf 
that without this condefcenfion^ the 
religion which they preached would 
not have been even hea,rd there, 1 
bave no doubts but artful as they 
are, (or rather as they were) they 
Jiave flill further palliated and miti-^ 
|;ated matters with refpeA to other 
points ; and it cannot be denied^ 
th^t they have done well> relatively 
to their own views; fince, after all, it 
was neither Qod nor Chriftianit^ 
that they wanted to reign there ; it 
was the fociety under thofe reipec^ 
table names* 

Further- 
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^ Furthermore, neither the fevers 
morality of religion, nor the dodlrines 
of grace which thty were accufed of 
miTreprefenting, are delivered in fo ex-' 
elufive a manner in fcripture, as that 
we do not meet there alfo with feveral 
palTages favourable to the moft mo- 
derate opinions : and we may eafily 
believe, that the Jefuits availed them- 
Ifelves of tfiofe paffages, after the ex- 
ample of fo many fefts which have 
found in the Bible, and in the fathers, 
matter to fupport their opinions,!^ 
while their adverfaries found there 
in like manner wherewith to combat 
them. The fcriptures are, if I may 
ufe the expreffioh, coriimon arfenalsji. 
to which every one goes, in order to ' 
arm himfelf from head to foot, and 
juft as he pleafes. Accordingly It 
is not without reafon that the catho- 
lic 



• (65) 

lie church has decided^ that it be- 
longed to her alone to give to infidels 
the true fenfe of the fcriptures, and of 
the fathers : a truth from which we 
cannot deviate, without expofing our- 
felves to a dangerous Pyryhonifin in 
inatter of dodlrine. 

What is very fingular, and muil 
appear more ftrange ftilT to the pro- 
felytes, whom they went to make at 
five thoufand leagues diflance from 
our continent of . Europe, is, that 
while the Jefuits preached Chriftia- 
nity after their manner, other mif- 
fionaries^ their enemies, monks and 
feculars^ preached it quite differently 
to the fame people ; warning them, 
at the fame time> under pain of dam- 
nation, not to* believe in the cate- 
chifm of the Jefuits. We may judge 
of the cfFed: which thefe cohtcfts 

woul^ 



44 



( 66 .) 

would produce. ** Indeed, gentle* 
** men/' faid the emperor of Chin$ 
to them, •* you take a great deal of 
trouble in coming fo far to preach 
to us cpntradi(3:ory opinions, con- 
cerning which you are ready to cut 
** one another's throats." After hav- 
ing made them this reprefentation, 
he left them to preach as long as 
they would, perfuaded that fuch 
apoftles could not have any great 
fuccefs. He availed himfelf befides, 
for the good of his country, of the 
refidence of the Jefuits, who talked 
much more at court of aftronomy 
and natural philofophy, than of th^ 
Trinity and religion, and who fuc- 
eeeded at laft in rendering the other 
piiffionaries either fufpeded or con- 
temptible. 
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It is not that they were not very 
ready to expofe themfelves to the 
greateft dangers, and even to death^ 
for the fake of that religion which 
they burlefqued in their manner of 
preaching it, and which ferved only 
as an inflrument to their ambition. 
When the emperor of Japan judged 
it proper (for reafons which appeared 
to him indifpenfible) to exterminate 
Chriflianity from his territories, the 
Jefuitshad there their martyrs as well 
as others, and even in greater num- 
bers. The reader will not be fur- 
prifed at it, when he knows what 
was told me by a perfon extreme- 
ly worthy of credit. He was parti- 
cularly acquainted with a Jefuit, who 
had been employed twenty years in 
the miflions of Canada j; and who, 
while he did not believe a God, as 

hQ 
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he owned privately to this friend^ 
had faced death twenty times for the 
fake of the religion which he preach- 
ed with fucCefs to the favages. This 
friend reprefcntcd to the Jefuit the 
inconfiftencv of hiazeal : *' Ah I" re- 
plied the miffionary, ** you have no 
^* idea of the pleafurc which is felt 
'^^ in commanding the attention of 
'* twenty thoufand people, and in 
** perfuading them to what we be- 
** lieve not ourfelves." 

Such is the fpirit of the method 
which the Jefuits have followed, for 
teaching with fuccefs to mankind 
what they called religion and Chris- 
tian morality. Such was the mode- 
rate dodlrine which they preached at 
the court of Louis XIV. and>by 
means of which they fuccceded in 
rendering themfelvcs fo agreeabte^ 

Accord- 



Accorilingly it was principally.under 
the reign of that prince that the 
power, the credit, and opulence of 
the Jefuits received in France fuch 
prodigious aggrandizements.: it was 
under this reign that they fucceeded 
in rendering the clergy dependent on 
them (we may even fay their flaves) 
by the difjpofal of benefices, with 
which the fathers la Chaize and le 
Tellier, the king^s confeflbrs, were 
fucceffively entrufted : it was in this 
rei^n that they fucceeded, in con- 
fequence of the need which , the 
bifhops flood in of them, in extort- 
ing, even while they braved them, 
their confidence, or the appearance 
of their confidence, and in obtain- 
ing the diredion of feveral femina- 
ries J in which the youth, declined 
to the church, were brought up in 

thcjf 
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their dodrines, and in the hatred ot 
their enemies : it was under this 
reign that they fucceeded, by decry- 
ing or vilifying the other orders and 
the fecular ecclefiafticks, in invading 
a great number of colleges, or at leafH 
in obtaining pcrmiffion for eflablifli- 
ing new ones*: it was under this reigni 
that they fucceeded fo far, through 
the confidence and confideratioa 
which Louis XIV. gave them, as to 
draw all the court to their college of 
Clermont. We remember ftill the 
mark of flattery which they beftowed 
on that monarch, by divefting that 
college of the name which it bore of 
the Society qfjefus, in order to call 
it the college of Louis the Great \ 
and nobody is ignorant of the Latin 
diftich which was made on that oc- 
cafion, and in which the fociety was 

reproached 
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reproached '* with tdtnowledging 
^* no other God but the kieg." Thus 
they reprefented them at once as ido- 
laters of defpotifmy in order to ren- 
der them vile, and as preachers of 
regicide, in order to render them 
odious : thefe two accufations might 
appear a little contradiftory, but the 
bufinefs was not to fpeak the exzA 
truth ; it was to fay of the Jefuits as 
much ill as pcilible. 

Laftly, what completed the power 
and glory of the fociety was, that 
under Louis XIV. the Jefuits fuc- 
ceeded in deftroying, or at leafl: in 
opprcffing in France the Proteftants 
and the Janfcnifts, their eternal ene* 
mies ; the Proteftants, by contribu- 
ting to the revocation of the edia of 
ISFantes, that fource of depopulation 
and of evils to this kingdom; the 

Janfcpifts, 
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Janfenifts, by depriving them of the 
eccleiiaflical dignities^ by arming the 
biihops againd them, by forcing them 
to go and preachy and write in foreigil 
countries, where even thefe unfprtu-? 
nate people ftill found perfecution. . 
Under this very reign in which 
the Jefuits were fo powerful, and fo 
formidable, the moft terrible ftrokes 
were given them, more terrible pert n 
haps than any they had felt till that; 
time. The pleadings of Pafquier 
and Arnaud vverc but bombaft fatyrs, 
and in a bad taftc: the ^Provincial 
letters ga.ve them a wound much 
more deadly: this mafter-piece of 
pleafantry and eloquence diverted ai)d 
moved the indignation of all Europe 
at their expenfe. In vain they replied, 
that the greateft part of the theolo- 
gifts and monks had taught^ as well 

as 



«$ them^ the fcandalous dodlrinc 
which they were reproached with : 
their anfwers, ill written, and full 
of gall, were not xead, while every 
body knew the Provincial Letters. 
by heart. This work is fo much the 
more adoiirable, as Pafchal in com* 
pofing k appears to have divined two 
things^ which feemed not mode for 
divination, language, and pleafantry. 
The language was very far from be-* 
iog formed, as we may judge by the 
greater pjart of the works publifhed 
at that time, and of which it is.im- 
poSihle to, endure the reading: in 
the. Provincial Letters there is not a 
fingle word that is grown obfolete.; 
and that book, though written above ^ 
a. hundred years ago, feems as if it, 
had been written but yefterday* 
Aijy^j^cr- attempt, no lefs difficult, 
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was to make people of wit and good 
folks laugh at the qucftions oi Juffi^ 
cient grace ^ next power ^ and the deci- 
fjons of the cafuifts; fubjedts very 
little favourable to pleafantry, or, 
which is worfe ftill, fufceptible of 
pleafantries that are cold and uni- 
form, and capable at moft of amufing 
only pricfts and* monks. It was 
neceflary, for avoiding this rock, to 
have a delicacy of tafte fo much die 
greater, as Pafchal lived veiy retired, 
and far removed from the commerce 
of the world : he could never have di«- 
flinguilhed, but by the fuperiority and 
delicacy of his underftanding, the 
kind of pleafantry which could akme 
be relifhed by good judges in this 
dry and infipid matter. He fuc- 
ceeded in it beyond all expreflion: 
fevcral of his bon-mots have even 

become 
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becomq proverbial in our language^ 
and the ProvinciaLLetters will be ever 
regarded as a model of tafte and (lyle. 
It is only to be feared, that '^the ex*^ 
pulfion of the Jefuits, Icflcning the 
intereft which we took in this book,. 
may render the perufal of it lefs poig-. 
nant, and perhaps make it be one day 
forgot. This is a fate which the 
moft eloquent author has to appre- 
hend, if he writes not on fubjeds that 
are ufeful to every nation, and to all- 
ages : the duration of a work, what- 
i?ver merit it may have in other 
refpefts, is almoft neceffarily con- 
neded with that of its objed:« 
The Hhougbts ofPafchal^ greatly in-^ 
ferior to the Provindals/ will live 
perhaps longer, becaufe there is alt 
reafon to believe (whatever the 
humble fociety may fay. of it) that 
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Chriftianity will laft longer (h^a 
they. 

The Provincials would be perhaps 
more affured of the immortality 
which they merit in fo many refpeds, 
if their illuftrious author, that genius 
fo elevated, fo univerfal, and fo little 
formed for taking an intereft in fcho- 
laftick trumpery, had turned alike 
both parties into ridicule. The 
fhocking dofkrine »of Janfenius, and 
cf St. Cy ran, afforded atleafft as-much 
?oom for it as the pliant dodlririe of 
Molina, Tambourin, and Vafquez. 
Every work, in which we facrificc 
with fuccefs to the publick laughter 
fanaticks who worry one another, 
fubfifts even after thofe fahatick-s 
are no more. I might, venture t© 
foretell this advantage to the chap- 
ter^/? jfanfenifm^ which we read with 



fb much pleafure in the excellent 
Ejfay on General Hijiory^ by the moft 
agreeable of our philofophical writers. 
The irony i« fcattered in that chap^ 
ter to the right and left, with- a 
delicacy and eafe which muft cover 
both the one and the other with 
indelible contempt, and make them 
weary of cutting one anothers throats 
for nonfenfical fancies. Methinks I 
fec Fontaine's cat *, before whom 
the rabbit and the weafel bring their 
fuit on the fubjedt of a pitiful hole 
which they contend for \ and who* 
by way of decifion> 

' Jettant des deux cotes la griffe en meme terns, 
Met les plaideurs d'accord en croquant Tun & 
1 'autre. 

No body is perhaps fitter than this 
aJluftrious writer, to form a hiftory 
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^f theological quarrels, iil order to 
render them at once both odious and 
ridiculous^ and thereby delivernia;!^ 
kind for ever from this fhameful and 
terrible fcourge. 

The P radical Morals of the JefuitSf 
written by dod:or Arnauld, which 
came put foon after the Provincials^ 
though of a merit greatly inferior, 
put the linifhing ftroke to the throw- 
ing upon thefe fathers an odium, 
which they will never be jfble to 
wafli off. This unfavourable and 
deep imprefGon, which is perpetually 
kept up by the reading of thefe 
books, has even now found, at the 
end of a century, minds difpofed to 
believe all the ill which has been 
faid of the Jefuits, and of approving 
all the mifchief that has been don^ 
tQ them. The term of Je/uitical 

morak 
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morals has been^ as it were, confc- 
crated in our language, to. iignify 
loofe morals, and that of Efcobarderie 
to fignify an artful lie : and we know 
how much weight a fa(hionable way 
of fpeaking carries with it, efpecially 
in France, towards procuring credit 
to opinions. 

The Jefuits, loaded from that time 
with fo much hatred, and fuch a 
number of imputations, were not to 
be till long after the viftims of it : 
tl^ey triumphed in the firft violence 
of the attack, and became but the 
more powerful, the more animated 
againfl their enemies, and the more 
forriiidable to them. Yet what ene- 
mies had they to deal with ? With 
men of the greateft merit and repu- 
putation, and whofe conflderation 
with the public ftill increafed by 

' E 4 their 
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their very perfecution ^ an Arnauld^ 
a Nicole, a Saci ; in one word, all the 
writers of the celebrated houfe of 
Port-Royah Thefe adverfaries were 
much more to be dreaded by the fo^ 
ciety than plain theologifts, whom 
the common run of mankind liften 
not to, underfland not, and have no 
efteemfor: they were great philo- 
fophers (as great at leaft as could be 
in thofe days) men of the firft ckfs 
in literature, excellent writers, and 
men of an irreproachable condudt". 
They had in the kingdom, and even 
at court, refpcdlable and zealous 
friends, whom they acquired by their 
talents, their virtues, and the fignal 
fcrvices for which literature was in- 
debtcd to them. The general and 
rational grammar, called the Port* 
Royal grammar, from their being the 

authors 
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juithors pf it; the excellent Logic.caAU 
pd by the fame name- 5 the Qrcei 
Roots ; their learned grammars of the 
Greek, Latin, Italian, and Spanifh.; 
fuch were the produ<5lions of this 
free and refpe£table focictj:, . . The 
iiluftrious Racine had been their fcho- - 
far, ,and had preferved, as well as 
Defpr^aux, his friend^ the moft inti- 
mate cdnnedtions with them : their 
works oa religion and morality were 
read and efteemed by. all . France ; 
and by the mafculine and corredt 
flyle. in which they were written, 
had contributed moft of any, next 
to the Provincials J to the perfecSiori.; 
of our language, while. thQ Jefuits v 
counted yet among their French wri- 
ters only dgs B^rris and des Garrafles. 
What pity thgt thofe writers of thle 
Port-Royal >.thofe men of fuch fupe- - 
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rior merit, (hould have thrown away 
fomuch genius and time, in ridicu- 
lous controverfies on the good or 
bad dodrine of Janfcnius, on idle 
and endlefs difcudions on free-will 
and grace, and on the important 
queftion. Whether five unintelligible 
propofitions be in a book which 
nobody reads? Tormented, impri- 
foned, exiled for thefe vain difputes,^. 
and employed perpetually in defend-^ 
ing fo futile a caufe, how lAany 
years of their lives have philofophy 
and letters to regret as loft! What 
lights would they not have added to 
thofe with which they had already 
illumined their age, if they had not 
l^cen carried away by thefe unhappy 
and pitiful diftradlions, fo unworthy 
of taking up the thoughts of men like 
them ! May we venture to fay a little 
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more of this, at the rifle of deviating 
one moment from- our fubjca ? Can 
reafon withhold {hedding bitter tears, 
when fhe fees how many ufeful ta- 
knts the quarrels, fo often excited 
*in the bofom of Chriftianity, have 
•jbufiec^? how many ages thefe wretch- 
ed and fcandalous contells^ have dc- 
ftroyed to the human underftand- 
kig ? and how many geniufes, form^ 
ed for difcovering new truths, have 
employed (to the great regret of 
true religion) all their fagacity and 
abilities, in fupporting or giving 
reputation to ancient abfurdities ?^ 
When we run through, in the vafl 
. royjal library, the firft apartment, of 
an immenfe extent, and find it de- 
fined, for the greateft part,, to a 
collection, without number, of the 
^oft vifionary commentators on tbe 
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icnptures, of polemical writers on 
queftions the moft void of m6an- 
ing, of fchool divines of every fprt y 
in fhort, of fo many works frqm 
whence there is no drawing one 
fihgle page of' truth, can we re- 
frain crying out with fbrrow {ad qmd 
ferdttio hacf) "-To what end atf this 
'* lofs?'* Agaih, human.nature would 
llave been in no very great degree to 
"be pitied, if all thefe frivolous and 
abfiird objefls, thefe holy trifles, as 
a celebrated magiftrate calls them '•'^ 
had ended in ill language only, ' and 
had not ocoafioned the (hedding of 
torrents of blbod. But let us (hut 
our eyes on thefe difmaV objeft's,. 
and make only one other reflexion^ as 
eqnfolatory as it is humiliating to tlfc 

humanjt 
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human roind/ How is it gojQiblcr. 
tHat the fame fpeciejs of Beings Vhic& 
invented the art of writing^, aritL- 
metic, afti-onomy, algebra, chcmi- 
ihy, watch-work, the art of weav- 
ing, fomany things in ffiort worthy 
of admiration in the mechanical and 
liberal arts, (hould have invented 
the philofophy and divinity of the 
fchoolS, judicial aftrology, the con- 
comitant concourfe, verfatile and 
congruous grace, the vidtorious de- 
l^dlation, abfol'ute accidents^ and fo 
many other fooleries, a& would occa- 
fion the fufpending, by authority of 
Juftice, the pcrfon who fhould firfl: 
broach them now-a-days ? Plato der 
fined man, "an animal with two feet 

•' without feathers/' How ridiculous 
feever this definition may appear, it 

was -perhaps difficult (the ^lights of 

reHgibn, 



fel^gioii fet aiide) to charaderUr 
ofherwiib the ifidefinable : huniaa* 
4)ecies ; which- op pi^e^fide fecms, hy 
-xnafteF-pieces of gehius^ to have zp^ 
proached the heavenly beiags, and^ 
on the other^ by a thoufand incredible 
marks of folly and cruelty^ t(^ have 
fetitfelf on a level v^rith the mod ftu^ 
pid and ferocious animals. When we. 
meafuf e the interval between a Scotus- 
and a Newton, or rather between the 
works of Scotus and thofe of New- 
ton, wd muft cry out with Terence,^. 
Mmo homini quid prafiat. ! ^^ What 
** difference there is between maO' 
^* and man V* Or muflr we only at-^ 
tribute this immenfe diftance to the 
enormous difference of ages, and 
think with forrow that the fubtUe 
apd abfurd doSlor, who wrote fa 
»any chimeras, admired by hisxo— 

temporaries^ 
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temporaries^ had perhaps heeft fk 
Newton in an age more enlightened I 
Let us weigh well ^1 thefe reflejcions; 
let us add thereto the perufal of ec- 
clefiaftical hiftory^ tkofe katendars of 
the virtue of fome thtn, and the 
weak wiekednefs of fo many others ; 
kt us behold in that hiftory the 
uiiirpationSj. without number^ of the - 
i^iritual power ; the robberies and 
the violences exercifed under the pre* 
text of religion ; fo many bloody 
wars^ fo many cruel perfecutions, fo. 
many murders committed in the 
name of a God who abhors them ; 
and we £hall have pretty nearly aa 
exaft catalogue of the advantages 
which the difputes of Chriftianity 
have brought upon mankind. 

To return to the Jefuits, the no-^ 
minadoa of &ther le Tellier to the 

place 
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place of cor>fcflbr. to Louis XIV, 
furniftied them with an opportunity 
of wreaking fully their vengeance* 
This violent and inflexible man, 
hated by .his very, brethren, whom he 
governed with a rod of iron, made 
the Janfenifts drink ** to the very 
** dreg$/' according^ to his own exr 
preflion, " of the cup of the fociety's 
*r indignation," Scarce was he in 
place, but they forefaw the evils of 
which he would be the caufe: and 
FontencUe the philofopher faid, oh 
learning hisi nomination, ** the Jan- 
«* fenifts have finned/' 

The firft exploit of this ferocious 
and fiery Jefuit, was the deftrudtion 
of Port-Royal, where not one ftone 
was left upon another, and from 
whence they dug up the very corpfes 
that were interred there. . Tiiis vio- 

lence> 
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lencc, executed with, the laft Bar- 
barityi againft a houfe refpedlable for 
the celebrated perfons who had inha- 
bited it, and againft poor nuns, more 
worthy of compaffion than of hatred, 
excited clamours throughout the 
. whole kingdom : thefe clamours have 
, re-echoed down even to our times i 
and the Jefuits themfelves confefled, 
on feeing the fpeftacle of their de- 
ftrudlion, that the ftones of Port- 
Royal were falling on their own 
heads to crufh them. 

But the indignation which the de- 
ftrudtion of Port-Royal excited againft 
them, was nothing in comparifon of 
the general commotion which the 
bull Unigenitus occafioned. It is 
certain that this bull was their work : 
we know alfo the univerfal oppofi- 

tion 
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ticn which it produced in almoft all 
the orders of the ftate : we know the 
intrigues^ the irsuds, the violences, 
which were put in praftice to extort 
the acceptance of it. We may re- 
member that Louis XIV. having fac- 
ceeded in making it to be received 
(partly by foul an d partlyby fair means) 
by an affembly of forty prelates, faw 
with pain nine bifhops who remained 
inoppofitiontoit: hecpuld have wifh- 
ed, for the peace of his confcicnce, 
an entire uniformity in the epifcopal 
corps. ** That is very ealy/' faid 
the duchefs hi$ daughter to him^ 
'* you need only order the fbrty ac-' 
** ceptants ta be of the opinion of 
** the nine others." The propofi-^ 
tions condemned were, for the moft 
part, fo jU chofen, that it is pre- 
tended 
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tended that a great prmee, on read^ 
in^ them in the bull, took them for 
triiths which it enjoined to be be- 
lieved, appeared edified by them, and 
was vecy much furprifed, though of 
a docile difpofition, when his con- 
fcflbr undeceived him. 

The magiftrates were not the laft 
to rife again ft this bull. They were 
efpccialiy (hocked at the cenfure of 
thii ninety-firft propofition. '^'The 
** dread of an unjuft excommunica- 
•* tion ought never to hinder us from 
** doing our duty." Inftrufted by 
the melancholy efFedls of the quarrels 
^ between the Priefthood and the Em- 
pire during fo many age's, they per- 
ceived how eafy it was to avail them't* 
ielves of this cenfure, to detach the 
people, by menaces of excommuni- 
cation, from the fidelity which they 

owe 
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ewe their fovereign. They faw, in 
So ra(h a condemnation, the ^fecret 
attempt which the JeAiits and the 
court of Rome wanted to make upoii 
our maximsi of the temporal inde- 
pendence of kings. There was no 
fubfcribing, with any^ modefty, to the* 
^nathema launched out againil a 
proportion fo evident, but by con*-' 
fining it to a tortured fenfe^ which it 
prefents not, in judging it (which is 
ridiculous in fuch a cafe) upon a pre- 
tended intention of the author in fa- 
vour of excommunicated fanaticks. 
Who douJpts that fanaticks mi^ht 
notabufe the truth which this proper 
iition includes, to the braving of every 
excommunication which they fhall 
think unjufl ? But is the abufe, which 
may be made of a truth, a reafon for 
profcribing it ? Would the fcripturc 

nfcrn 
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ilTelf be'fafe from a ftigma jfounded 
on like motives ? 

'Ncvcrthelefs, in Ipite of the op- 
pofition of the inagiftrates> the bull 
was regiftered; every thing plyedt 
either willingly or by force, under 
AStic weight of the royal authority : . 
the fury with which.father le Tellier, 
the author of this ftrange produdlion^ 
peffecuted all its oppofers, was car- 
ried fo far^ that the Jcfuits them- 
felves, though long inured to vio- 
lence, were terrified at his, and (aid . 
aloud, " Father le TeUier drives at 
•* fuch a rate, that he will overturn 
** us/' They thought not perhaps , 
that they were fpeaking fo much 
truth. It is this bull, and the per- 
fecution which it occafioned, that 
after fifty years has given the Jefuits . 
the mortal blow: we fhall fee it 

in 
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in the fequel of this recital. But 
it miy not be ufclefs to rnake^ 
before-hapd, an obfervation on the 
condudl and the projefts of father Ic 
Tellief. Many people believe, that 
this Jefuit was a knave, void of re- 
ligion, whq made its refpedtable, 
flame fubfcrvicnt to his hatred : it i$. 
much more probable, that he wag, 
a fanatick in reality, who, being per- 
fuaded of the. goodnefs, of his caufe,, 
thought every thing permitted him^ 
iti order to enfure the triumph of 
what he fuppofed to be tie Jowid 
doSlrine. At the fame time, tibat 
he perfecuted the Janfenifts, he ac- 
cufed Fdntenelle to Louis XIV. as 
an atheift, for having written l^he 
Hijlary of Oracles. Fontenelle, the 
pupil of the Jefuits, their friend at 
all times, as well as the great Cor- 

neillc 
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neille his uncle, difapproving alfo 
the dcdrine and morality of the 
Jfaiifenifts, as far as a philofopher 
can difapprove theological opinionsi ; 
In (hort, ever difcre^t and referved 
with refp$£t to religion, in his dif^- 
courfesy as well as in his writing^! 
fuch was- the man whom le Tellier 
wanted to nun> at the very time 
that he fought to; cru(h Quefncl and 
his partifans. Would he' haye be^. 
havc^ in this manner, if he had not 
been animated by. a principle of |»r«i 
iuafion? 

• Happily for Janfenifni and for phi«t 
lofpphy, Louis XIV. died. LeTet^ 
lier^ loaded with the public execra- 
tion, was exiled to la FlSche, where 
ht ended, in a ihort time, a life odious 
to the whole nation. The duke of 
Orleans the regent, being in every 

refped:,^ 
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telpea the reverfc of Louis XIV. wai 
difpofed neidier to brave with. ¥10-? 
lence the publick clamour^ which the. 
conftitution Unigenitus had excited^, 
nor rudely to offend the pope and- 
the bifhopS) who were too far en-i 
gaged to recede : he caufed to be ac-^ 
cepted^ almofl: without npife, this- 
fatal bull, which, prefented by the 
Jefuits, had excited fuch great cla«' 
mours : fupported by the philofophers' 
who furrounded him,' and who be-»: 
gan, from that time, to command, 
attention ; fupported above all by His 
minifter Dubois, whdfe way o^ think-- 
ifig, in matters of reJigiori# was ^yelli 
known, he threw over this theo^ 
logical difpute, a ridicule which put 
a flop to it.. . 

The Jefuits,: though become lcfs» 
3>ower&l during the regency, reco- 
vered 
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Teredo neverthelefs, in aihort timCy 
the place of confeflbr to the king, of 
which they had been for a ftiort time 
deprived : it is pretended that their 
reftoration at court was one of the 
fecret articles of the re-union between 
France and Spain in 17 19. It is add- 
ed^ that this article had been pro- 
ofed by the management of the Je- 
fuit d'Aubcnton, confeffor to Philip 
V. and extremely powerful at the 
court of Madrid. For the honour 
pf the minifters which France had 
^t (hat time, we muft believe that 
this anecdote i^ fabulous. 

Every thing elfe was peaceable, 
Viith, relpeift to the Jefuits, during 
^ the remainder of the regency and 
the fucceeding miniftry : they aimed 
only at fupporting themfclves, with- 
oiit making much noife. Cardinal 

F Fleury^ 
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Fleury, who loved them not, was 
neverthelcfs perfuaded that they were 
to be protedled ftrongly, ** as the 
** firmeft fupports of reh'gion ;" the 
maintenance of which that miniftcr 
looked upon as a part of govern- 
ment. This manner of thinking , 
in cardinal Pleury, wifh regard to 
the Jefuits, is found exprefled in 
fome manufcript letters ofhis, which 
I have read, ^* They are," faid he 
further, *^ excellent fervants, but 
•' bad malfbers/' In purfuance of this 
principle, !he treated them civilly^ 
during his !miniftry, but without 
ihewing fhem any marks of declared 
favour : on the contrary, he greatly 
raifed (and the Jefuits were not the 
better pleafed with him for it) the 
.community of Sulpicicns, who were 
jnuch Icfs illuflrious and -lefs -power- 
ful. 
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•ful, but alfo lefs formidable. Car^ 
dinal Fleury, an enemy to the Jan»- 
fehifts; whom he looked upon as 
dangerous, and at the fame time very 
little biaflcd for what had any con«- 
fiderable degree of credit in its way> 
of whatever kind it was, took un- 
^cr his particular protedlion this nu- 
merous community : it had all that 
was neceflary to make him think it 
worthy thereof: it joined to the me^ 
lit .of being extremely devoted to 
tihe bull, the happinefs of having 
never made any noife. This miniftel: 
filled the biftiopricks of France with 
a multitude of the pupils of St. 
^Ipicius, who were more com- 
mendable for their devotion than 
"their talents: thus he planted the 
firft feeds of that ftate of languor 
into which the clergy of France 
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feera now-a-days to be fallca, but 
from which it is to be hoped they 
will foon rouze themfelves; thanlis^ 
to the philofophick fpirit which wj- 
lightens at prefent fome of its mem- 
bers, and which makes them juftljf 
look upon fanaticifm and ignoranpf 
as the two true fcourges of Chriftj^ 
;anity. 

However, the bull of which thp 
Jefuits had been the promoters, aofl- 
which had met with fo much oppo^ 
Ction when it appeared, came in&n^ 
iibly to be received by all the bifhops. 
The French nation, which clamourt 
fo readily, and whichiporc readily fti|l 
grows tired of clamouring, was fg- 
miliarized to a produdion which it 
had at firfl: called mon/irous : every 
on.e received it, with an interpretation 
according to his own liking; ^ for fucli 

k 
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18 the wonderful privilege of thefc 
kinds of decifions of the church of 
Rome, that people may, by all means, 
ilndcrftand them juft as they pleafe, 
tod fubmit to them at the fame time 
that they continue in their own opi^ 
oion. Janfenifm, heretofore main- 
(ained (in fpite of reafbn) by men 
of real merit, had no longer for its 
fupport any defenders, but fuch as 
Were worthy of fuch a caufe, a few 
poor and obfciire priefts, unknown 
even where they lived : the phrenfy 
df eonvulfions, which had raifed dif- 
jfenfions in the party itfelf, had ren- 
dered them completely contemptible, 
by rendering them ridiculous: in 
fliort, this fed, now expiring and 
ddfpifed, was at the laft gafp, when 
an uriforefeen chain of circumftapces 
reftored it to a new life, which it hoped 
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not for. The viper which the Jefuits 
thought cru(hed, had ftrength enough 
to turn back its head, to bite them in 
the heel, and to kill them. The 
reader is here . prefented with the 
fucceflion of caufes, by which this 
ftrange event was produced. 

The parliaments, which had op- 
pofed the fociety from its births 
had but too much reafon for per- 
fjfti'ng in the fame fentiments with 
regard to it. They were juftly of- 
fended at the advantages of power 
and credit, which it had obtained in 
fpite of them : they were above all 
hurt by the conHitulioTi Umgenitus^ 
the acceptance of which the intrigues 
of the Jefuits had forced them to 
regifter; an acceptance which they 
thought, as we have feen, contrary 
to the. rights ef the crown 5 and in 

order 
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order to break forth, waited only for 

a favourable occafion, without per- 
haps prcfuming to flatter themfclves 
that it would ever occur. 

The^contefl occafioned by the refu- 
el of the facraments to the Janfenifts, 
was the firft fpark of the conflagration, 
the Helen of that war, as fmall in 
its firft objed:, as it is now become 
important by its confequences. One 
of the principal archbilliops of the 
kingdom, and a bjfhop of Mirepoix, 
his aid aqd counfellor, both of 
them thoroughly perfuaded of the 
excellence of the bull,, and of the 
damnation of thofe who rejeded it, 
refolved, like confiftcnt prelates, to 
order the communion to be refufed 
to Janfenifts at the point of death. 
This refufal had before, been atr 
tcnifited in fome provinces, but, twice 
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or tBirice only, at wide intervals, and 
with little noife : it was now thought 
time to take off the maik, and al>- 
folutely to treat the enenjies of the 
^bull Unigenitus as hereticks cut off 
from the church. If we believe 
the crowd of conftitutionary theo- 
logifts, the two prelates, authors and 
executors of this projedl, were ex- 
tremely in the right : but let us be 
permitted to relate here (as mere 
>biftorians) the lingular reafOns which 
were allcdged in their favour, and 
thofe that were oppofed to them. 
*^ The bull Utifgenitusy* faid its pai*- 
tifans, ** ill received without doubtj 
** and tven fpit upon -at its birth^ 
** had teixiunated in being unani- 
** niouily received : there was not; 
** in dW i.h:.fleijdmn, one bifhcp 
^* who rejeded this produdion, whe- 

'' ther 



*' tKcr good ' or bad, of the court of 
** Rome : it was in v^ain to fay that 
*• it' overturned the principles of ^ 
*^ Chriftianity j that the acceptance 
•' of it had not been free ; that 
'•^fdine had received it through fear, 
*^ others through irifereft': it was 
*' accepted^ and without oppofi- 
•* tiott, by the whole body of paf- 
*• tof^. Here then we fee, in the 

jfrincipleis of the Catholic cburch, . 

all that ought to ferve, by way of 
*^ cbmpafs, to plain Chriftian^ in^ 
*' their faith. It is not for. them. 
**'t6 examine either, the. dodtrines- 
** themfelves, or the nature of the 
^^ acceptance ; it is fufficient to them 
** tbat they fee clearly, that the vifible 
** church adopts them. We under- 
*^ jftahd here, by the vifible churchy 
'•^ what every Catholic iinderftands 
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.«« by the term ; that is to fay, the 

«* pope, the biihops, and almoft all 

** the ecclcfiafticks, fccular and re-r 

** gular, of the fecond order. What- 

*« ever be the doftrine which this 

** vifible church teaches, the faithful 

" ought to believe firmly, notwith-? 

'* {landing even the ftrongeft appear- 

** ances to the contrary, that it has 

'* always taught the fame ; otherwife 

*' Jefus Chrift would not have faid 

" true in promifing that church to be 

** always with her. The paflages of 

^^ fcripture, and of the fatherSj^ 

*^ which may appear the moft evi- 

*' dently contrary to the new cate- 

** chifm, will be explained in a 

^^ manner favourable' to it : * the 

" church has alone the right of 

** fixing the meaning of them. In 

" a word, from the moment the 

** church 
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** church fpeaks, we muft fubmit ta 
** her, whatever fhe may lay. After. 
^* the council of Nice, the divinity, 
of * Jefus Chrift was very far fronx 
being as folemnly, as umverfally, 
as uniformly. received by the body 
of paftors,,as the bull Umgenitui 
*t hath been in thefe latter times* 
*• Neverthelefs, after the council of 
'* Nice, the Arians were, from that 
** time, hereticks declared, notwith- 
** {landing the partifcins that ftill ad- 
** hered to them* It may be ; it 
•* is even out of doubt, that in the 
^^ councils which . have decided oa 
** matters, of faith, many of the 
**' bifhops declared . for the gpod' 
** caufe, through views of poh'cy, 
'*■ intereft, or paffion. Witnefs tre 
**" unhappy facility with which moil., 
•*of.the prelates, who, under Con-/ 

<^ilaatia 
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«* ftatitinc, had declared tHat the 
** Word was God, declared after-. 
^* wards, under Conftantius, that it 
^* wa's but a man. Witnefs again 
^ the violent condufl: of St. Cyrils 
^^ and of the council of Ephefus, . 
** with regard to Neftortus. Wit- 
♦^ nefs, laftly, the intrigues which 
*' too often difturbed thofe holy 
** affemblie^, and affronted, as we 
^ may fay, the Holy Ghoft, thafpre- 
•* fides in them. But ftill, once 
*' morej it is not the motives, it is 
•* the refult of the decifion, that the. 
" faithfuV ought to confider. It is 
^ by this refult alone that they ought 
** to abide : they would have too 
*^ much to do, if it were neceflary 
^* for them to go back again to the 
•^ caufes which dictated the decree* 
f ^ God hath proixiiied to his church 
^ '' infal- 
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^ Infallibility in her decifiofis ; bufe 
'^ ht has not protnifed to every indi- 
^ vidual purity in his motives : he 
** makes ufe of all forts of means^. 
«« even of the paflions of men, for 
*' making the truth triumph; and be 
^* known; and he employs' human 
** things, in order to make divine 
** matters fuccecd." 

Agreeably to thefe reafonings (the 
juftnefs of which we pretend by no 
medns to judge of) the partifans of 
the bull thought themfelves warrant- 
ed to treat the Janfenifts as declared 
fedtaries. The latter faid, in their 
defence, that the univerfal church 
was poflelTed of their caufe, by th6 
appeal which they had made to a 
future council ; and that, *till the de- 
cifion which they waited for, they 
could not be cail out of her bo«* 

fom» 



fbm. It. was replied^ that a crowd < 
of hcrcticks, to begin with Pelggius, 
iaodious to the modern Janfenifts,*had 
been looked upon and treated as in- 
novators, without having been con- 
demned exprefly by any oecumenical 
counciL They objedted, that the 
bull propofed in reality not one truth 
for belief; the accumulated qualifi- 
cations of Bereticis, fmelling of herefy^ , 
of ill foundings of offending pious ears, 
&c. were not applied to any one pro- 
pofition of father Quefnel's in parti-;- 
ticular. Some of their adverfaries, . 
after the example of an illuftrious , 
chief of Ifrael *, replied to them, 
(making a jeft probably both of them 
and the bull) that it propofed ** to 
•*. believe with an implicit faith in- 
«* determinate truths :" others faid 

fimply^ . 

* The late cardinal dc Tenclii. 
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£mply> that in a lift of poiTons^ it^ 
was not neceflary to mark exprefsly 
the degree of malignity of each, in. 
order to warn people to abftain from 
them. It was demanded again of 
the Janfehifts, how the church could 
pceferve one ef her eflcntial charac- 
ters, that of being vifible^ if (he wera. 
reduced to a handful of priefts, op-- 
pofed to all the other paftors ? And 
they replied, that the true church,, 
the vt/iile church, was that which 
taught vt/iSfy found doftrine, and 
which did not authorife, like the bull, . 
the moft fhocking Pclagianiun : they 
added, that the church, v^i^k as 
(he is, and muft be, was not the lefs. 
• hid in appearance in thofe unhappyt 
tinies, when the fathers of the 
church aflfure us that the whole uni- 
verfe '^ was aftonifhed to fee itfelf 

^* Arian.'* 
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•»' Arf^l'* Ih a word; tlie JanfettlJK^ 
ainrWerieS thdr advtriitiies^a^dertonuai 
did Poiin^ciy, 

Ronfte n'^ (4ti»xlans Rome ; elfe eft toute 
ou je Alb. 

ft wa:s thi«'tHat' tKc^one and tHcf 
cHher defenrdcd-thbir datrife. We- fiyi 
nothing of the ill language whiclf-. 
they' added* to theni, and which oil: 
eitiidr fide were worthy of their' 
rfeaibns. 

The magifflrates alone (and thiis^ 
obfcrvation is not to be negledled), 
o'Jjpofed, on this occafion, to the cofl-' 
ilitutionifts, ireafons that were un- 
anfwcrablft ; they pronounced, 'that' 
the dodlrine, taught or authorifed by 
the bull, was contrary td the laws' 
<jf the kingdoni, and of confequence 
ought not to he a pretext for vexa* 

tion« 
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tion. Of this the magiftratcs were 
competent judgies, and the parti- 
fans of the bull had nothing to 
reply : it belongs t o the dcpofita- 
fics of the law to decide what is 
conformable or contrary to it ; and 
this queftion is not within the pro- 
vince of the church. 

It is certain, belides, that all thofe 
refuftls of the facraments, occafioned 
by the bull, difturbed private families j 
that they fowed diflenfion among the 
people : that in this view, at leaft, the 
inagiftrates ought to take cognizance 
of it, and to employ, as they did, the 
authority of the laws, to put an end 
to the confufion. But the incon- 
venience which attends contefts iri 
theology, of hurting the publick 
tranquillity, is the fruit of the error 
which was committed in France^ 

and 
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apd almoft every where elfe^ of con-» 
nedling civil affair^ with religion, of 
requiring a citizen, of Paris to be, 
not only a faithful fubjed, but alfo a 
good catholic, ind as exacS in pro- 
viding holy bread as in paying his 
taxes. As long as this fpirit (hall 
fubfift among us, the maxim of whicli 
fanaticks make an ill ufe fo often, 
" That it is better to obey God than 
** man,'* will be an invincible ob^bi- 
clc to the moft prudent meafures of 
government and of magiftrates for 
ftifling .religious quarrels ; becaufc 
men like better to obey a m^fter 
of their own chufing (and who, aft^r 
all, commands them to do only what 
they pleafe) than a mafter whoni 
they have not chofen, and who en- 
joins them what they diflikc. In 
Holland, where the Janfenifts fornn 
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t church abfolutely feparatCjt which 
the government knows nothing of>. 
and leaves in peace, they are neither 
the caufe nor the objedl of any dif- 
turbance. It is only by a difcrcet 
toleration (equally avowed by reli- 
gion and politicks) that we can pre- 
vent thofe frivolous difputes from be- 
ing contrary to the repofe of the ftate, 
and to the union of the fubjedl. But 
when (hall we fee that happy time ? 
: However this be, the Jarifenifts, 
treated at their death as excommu- 
nicated perfons, rofe up againft this 
new perfecution. The parliament^ 
which had regiftercd the buU with 
a very ill will, undertook their de- 
fence; it baniflied the fathers who 
refufcd the communion to dic- 
ing Janfenifts : the archbifliop, oa 
bis fide, forbad them, and deprived^ 

of 
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6f their places thofe pricfts who 
obeyed the parliatnent ; and the un- 
happy God' Bearers (fo they are called)' 
having before their eyes exile on one 
fide, and famine on the other, found 
themfelves under a melancholy al- 
ternative. Reafonable people were 
furprifed that the archbiftiop, thd 
author of their misfortue, did not 
go and prcfent himfelf to the parlia- 
ment, declare that they had dpneno**' 
thing but by his orders, and give 
himfelf up as a vidlim for fo many 
innocents. They had fo much the 
more reafon to exped this, as the vir- 
tue of that prelate, and his fincerityr 
in this affair, were by no means fufr^ 
peifted. The Janfenifts called him 
perfecutor and fchifmatick; the 
courtiers, obftinate : his partifans, 
compared him to St. Athanafius^ 

whor 
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who \yas alfo (they faid) called oh- 
ftinate and rebellious by the cour« 
tiers of his time. 

The difpute^rcw n)<jrc and more 
warm : the court wifhed inefFeftu- 
ally to put a ftop to it ; the Janfe- 
niAs had found means to occafioa 
more trouble in their deaths than they 
Ti^d done during tpeir lives ; the par^ 
iiaments and the arch-bifliop were 
exiled by turn5. At I^ft the king, 
juftly tired of thefe difpures, recall^ 
cd the magiftrates, and in concert 
with fhem impofed alike filence oa 
the partifans and on the adverfarie^ 
^of the bull. 

This law of filence, it is true, was 
iiot too well obferved ; it was par- 
ticularly broken by the encomiums 
which, the Janfenifts beftowed on it : 
vthey printed large volumes to prove 

•that 
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tliat it was neceflary to be filent 5 they 
rcfemtled the Pedant in Moliere, 
who after having talked a long 
ti'me^ and iaid abundance of foolish 
things, prom ifes at laft to keep 
iilence *, and in order to fhew that 
he maintains his promife, interrupts 
every moment the converfation, 
by obferving that be opens not bis 
mouth. 

The conftitutionifts on their fide 
had the prefumption to fay, that the 
King had no right to ordain mad 
fubjefts to be filent on the ridicu- 
lous objeft which heated their 
imaginations J that thefixth general 
council had anathematized xht type of 
the emperor Conftantius, which was 
alfo, as they pretended, nothing more 

than 

^ * Li De*fit amunux, Aft firfi, Scene laft. 
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than a law of Jilence. The Janfeli- 
ifls replyed^ that this council had 
done better ftill, in anathematizing 
Pope Honorius. 

The King, employed like a good 
father, according to the exprcffion of 
a celebrated author, in parting his 
children who were fighting, was 
dcfirous of fupporting himfelf by 
an authority refpedtahle to both 
parties, and efpecially to the moft 
numerous : he thought proper to 
confult on this queftion, by which 
all France was agitated, the late pope 
Benedift XIV. a man of under- 
ftanding, who loved not the Jefuits, 
and who at the bottom defpifed this 
controverfy. The pope replied like a 
crafty Italian; on one fide he ordained 
the acceptance of the bull, the work 
of one of his infallible predeceflbrs, 
^ 3 which 
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which he could not decently con- 
demn: on the Qtber^ he declared 
^t the fame tipe^ that the Janfenifts 
who rejected it, ought neverthelefs 
to have the racramenjts adminiiler* 
^d to them at their deaths, " but 
*^ at their own rijrqi;».e and hazard,** 
and after having beep thoroughly ad^ 
vertized of the (Janger which they 
ran . with refpedt to their eter* 
nal falvation. Frpni this peripd 
the refufals of the faprapients be- 
came lefsfreqijent; the Janfenifts 
and their adverfarfes thought they 
had alike the pope lor them, .and 
tranquillity feemed alp^oft re-efta- 

blifhed. 

. - ' » 

It was not even leilened by the 
ftep. which the parliament thought 
itfelf obliged to take fome time after, 

of 
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of protefting anew againft this bull 
Unigemtus; the acceptance of which 
it had regiftercd with reludlance. It 
called not in queftion indeed the doc*- 
trine of the bull ; that would have 
been to encroach on the authority of 
the church, and it knew too well 
the limits of its own rights : it pro- 
tefted only againft the execution of 
this bull, declaring it contrary to what 
is termed in France ** the liberties 
'' of the Gallican Church." This 
proteft had not the glory it merited ; 
it was the fequel of a number of 
writiTngs, of which the French levity 
began to be tired. Nay, the partifans 
of the bull even made a jeft, with an 
indecency that dcferved puni{hment> 
of the *' pretended libertiesof the G a]- 
^* lican Church,'* by virtue of which, 
the parliament, according to the 

G terms 
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terms of its decrees, enjoined the 
priefts, under ignominious penalties, 
to adminifter the facraments: they 
faw not, faid they jeeringly, how fuch 
decrees fupported and favoured the 
liberty of the church of France, by 
forcing its miniftefs to do what they 
did not think they ought to do. This 
way of talking, thefe contefts, the 
pieces without number, which refult-* 
cd from them, ferved to feed the 
frivolous difpofition and gaiety of 
the nation : peqpie laughed at the re* 
ciprocal animofity of the theologifts 
of both parties, for queftions which 
^efcrved it fo little : for that animoii* 
ty, though very ufual, and of all ages, 
always aftonifhes and amufes reafona- 
b^e people. Every body laughed no lefs 
at feeing, that notwithftanding the re- 
iterate orders iifued by the Sor bonne, 

10 
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to mention no more of the ball Uni" 
genitus, either in their writings or their 
thei^j thecoUege difplayed an attach- 
ment the mofl obflinate to this hall^ 
ivhich ithad rejedcd fo long. Nothing 
more was wanting, it was faid, to all 
the ftrange things that had happened 
onthisfubjea, than to forbid without 
fuccefs the faculty of divinity from 
teaching a doftrine which it coft fa 
much trouble to make them receive. 
Philofophy, above all, laughed in 
filence at all thefe extravagancies, and 
amufed herfelf with this new change 
of thefcene, waiting with patience for 
an opportunity of profiting by it. 
Thcfe among the philofophers who 
hoped for no good from thefe quarrels, 
took the ftill wifer part, of laughing at 
the whole. They obferved the mutual 
rancour of the Janfenifls aiid their 

G z . ad^ 



(r24') 

adverfaries, with that difintereft^d 
curiofity with which they obfervethe 
combats of animals, well affured, let 
what would' happen, of finding caufc 
to laugh at the cxpence of fome of 
them. So many blows reciprocally 
ftruck on both fides with violence, 
did not yet reach the Jefuits ; em- 
ployed on one hand in arming the bi- 
{hops againft the expiring remains of 
the Janfenifts their enemies ^ and on 
the other, in animating, under- 
hand, the court of .France againft 
the parliaments, they were the fe- 
ci ct foul of all this war, without ap- 
pearing to intermeddle in it. But. the 
Janfenifts, who, ;in the quarreL con- 
cerning the facraments, had, or at 
leaft thought they had, gained 
; ground, grew bolder Uy degrees, 
Xeemed to,preparcifora more .decifi^ve 

ftroke 5 
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firoke; and the arch-bifliop, their 
enemy, whetted, without knowing it, 
by his zeal, the fword with which the 
fociety was foon to be pierced. 

Two capital errors which the Je- 
fuits committed about that time at 
Verfailles, began to (hake their cre- 
dit, and to prepare from afar their 
difafter. They refufed, as we are af- 
fured, through motives of human 
refpecS, to take under their direvSioa 
fome powerful perfonages *, who4iad . 
no reafon to expecS from them a fe- 
verity Co fingular in many refpeds. 
This indifcre^t refufal, it is faid, con- 
tributed to haften their ruin by the 
\iery hands which they might have . 

G 3 made 

• It Is faid that the Jefuits, out of refpeft to th% 
Queen and Dauphin, refufed to undertake the 
fpiritual guidance of La Pompadour. Appendix to 
the XXXIl. Vol. of the Manthly Review, p. 499, 
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made tlieir fopport : thus thefir 
men, who had been £o often ae- 
cufed of loofe morals, and who had 
maintained themfelves at f court by 
fuch morals alone, . were undone 
. the moment that they wanted (even 
to their own great regret) to pro- 
icfs fevcrityj *an abundant fubjeft 
for reflexions, and an evident proof 
that the Jefuits, from the very firft 
till that time, had taken the right 
way 'to fupport themfelves, feeing 
they ceafed to be, the moment that 
they deviated from it. It is added, 
that at the fame time that they dif* 
pleafed the court by their fcruples^ 
they diipleafed it alfo by their in- 
trigues. They laid, it was faid, fnarea 
for fome men in place, whofe crime 
n their eyes was that of being want** 
ng in devotion to the fociety, the 

only 
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oaly country which they know : the 
ufUal effect of thefe forts of attacks 
is, <o ftrengthen the credit which they 
do not overthrow ; thofewho were the 
objects of the Jefuitical plots obtained 
but the more favour by that means. 

While the Jefuits, rather dreaded 
than fupported by the greater part of 
the clergy, animated againfl them- 
selves the parliaments, and alienated 
the perfons of the court who had 
moft credit, they alfo found the 
fecret to indifpofe greatly a fet of 
men, lefs powerful in appearance, 
but more formidable than is ima- 
gined, that of the men of letters. 
Their declamations, at court and in:- 
the city, againft the Encyclopedic had 
irritated againft them all thofe who 
wifhed well to that work, and who 
were very numerous : their in? 

G , 4 ^ vecStivcs 
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vciflives againft the author of the 
HenriadCf their old pupil, and for a 
long time their friend, had provoked 
that celebrated writer, who made 
them fenfibly feel the folly which 
they had been guilty of in attacking 
him. Whatever be ourftrength, or 
whatever we imagine it to be, we 
ought never to make ourfelves ene- 
mies of thofe who, enjoying the ad- 
vantage of being read from one end 
of Europe to the other, are able, with 
one ftroke of their pen, to inflid; a 
fignal and lafting vengeance. This 
is a maxim which favour and power 
itft-lf ought never to make either 
individuals, or focieties, lofe fight 
of, but which the Jefuits of our 
times fcem to have forgot to their 
great misfortune. The lion pre- 
tends to fleep, fuffcrs the wafp to 

buz 
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bus around hk ears; but grows 
tired at laft of hearing it, routes 
himfQlf^ and kills it. For fix years 
and upwards, the Journalifts de Tre- 
voux, and the light troops which 
low literature maintained in their 
pay, abufed^the. celebrated perfon 
abpvc mentioned, 'who feemed not to . 
know it> and fufFered them to go on. 
At length tired of feeing himfelf har- 
TzCkd by fo many infeds> he tucked up . 
thepiargderSjand filenccd their chiefs; 
and what is of importance in France 
to, the gaining of a caufe„ expofed 
both the one and the other to pub-, 
lick laughter, . While he rendered 
the Jcfijits ridiculous, they rendered , 
themfelv?s odious to all the fenfible 
meo of thq nation, by thefpirit of 
perfecutior\ which they preached up ^ 
in.tjbe fame Journal dc TriJvoux, and : 

G c the..^ 
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the fanaticifm which they publiflied lo 
it. The philofophers, as they are call-, 
ed, whom they fought to maltreat, 
forgot, on their fide, no opportunity 
of avenging themfelves in their works; 
and this they did in a manner the 
moft mortifying to the Jefuits, with- 
out too much engaging and expofing 
themfelves. They did not fay to 
them as the Janfenifts did, ** You are 
'' ambitious, intriguirig,and knaves:** 
this accufation would not have hum- 
bled the fociety : they faid to them, 
V* You are blockheads,- you have 
" not among you a fingle man of 
^ . '* learning, whofe name is fa- 
*^ mous^in Europe, and worthy of 
*' being fo : you boaft of your credit j 
<* but that credit exifts more in opi- 
*^ nion than in reality ; it is only a 
«« houfc of cards, which will be over- 

*^ turned 
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^^ turned the moment one blows up-* 
*• on it/' They faid true, and the » 
event has proved it. To complete 
their misfortune, the Jefuits, over- 
whelmed with the blows which 
they had imprudently drawn upon 
themfelves, had not one fingle de- 
fender able to repel them : they Jiad 
no good writers, nor men of merit 
in any kind; their new enemies, 
oppreifcd by them at VerfaillcB, were 
too ftrong for them at the pen ; and 
the value of this advantage is fenfibly 
felt in a nation which loves to read 
only to amufe itfelf, and which ends 
always by declaring for that party 
which iucceeds therein the: bcft. The 
Jefuits had for them the phantom of 
their power; their : adverfaries had : 
France and all Europe, . 

It. 
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It muft be confeffed that the Jan- 
fen ifts, who never piqued themfelves 
on being artful, were much more 
fo in thefe latter times, than they 
thought for ; and that the Jefuits, 
who value themfelves greatly oa 
their finefle, were not at all cun- 
ning. They fell like fools into the 
fnare which their enemies had laid 
for them, without once fufpeft- 
ing it. The Janfenift Gazetteer, 
excited only by fanaticifm and ha- 
tred (for that half-witted fatyrift 
knew no better) reproached the 
Jefuits with purfuing in the Jan- 
fenifts the phantom of herefy, and of 
hot falling upon the philofophers, 
who became daily, according to him, 
more numerous and more infolent. 
The Jefuits ftupidly quitted their 
'expiring prey, to attacfc-'fe^n full of 

vigour, 
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vigour, who never thought of hurt- 
ing them; What, was the confe- 
quencc ? They have not quieted their 
old enemies, and have drawn upon 
themfelves new ones, whom they had 
nothing to do with. They perceive it 
very plainly now, but it is too late. 
^ Such was the fituatioa of thefe far 
thers, when the w;ar< kindled between 
England and France brought upon 
the. ibciety that famous law-fuit 
which ended in its definition : the 
Jefuits carried on. a trade with 
^artinico; the war having occa-* 
fioned them fome loiTes, they wanted 
•to break their correfpondents at 
Lyons and Marfeilles; a Jefuit in 
France, to whom thefe correfpondents 
addreffed themfelves for juftice, talk- 
ed to them like the rat retiredfromthe 
'World: ^^ My friends," faid the reclufe, 

•* things 
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*' things below no longer concern 
** me i and what can a poor hermit 
** affift you in ? What can he do but 
•• pray God to help you in this r 
** affair ? I hope that he will take 
** fonie care of you.*** 

He offered to fay a mafs/or ttferji to 
obtain frpmGod>inftea4of the'money 
which they demanded, the grace to 
bear in a Cbrijiian-Iike manner their 
ruin. Thefe merchants, thus robbed 
and treated like fook by the Jefuits, 
attacked them in the regular way of 
juftice ; they pretended that thefe fa- 
thers, by virtue of their conftitutions, 
were ^nfwerable one for the other, 
and that the Jefuits in France ought 
to difcharge the debts of their mif- 
iionaries in America. The Jefuits 

were 
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were to perfuaded of the goodnefs 
of their caufe^ that as they had a 
right to be judged before the Great 
Council^ they demanded^ in order to 
render their triumph more brilliant 
and complete, to have the caufe 
brought before the Great Chamber 
of the parliament of Paris. They loft, 
it there unanimoufly, and to the 
great fatisfaAion of the publick, 
which teftifieditsjoyatit by univer- 
fal applaufc : they were condemned 
to pay immenfe fums to the parties^ 
with a prohibition to them to med- 
dle with commerce. 

This was but the* beginning of 
their misfortunes. In the law-fuit 
which they maintained^ it had been 
debated, whether in reality, by 
their conftitutions, they were anfwer* 
able one for the other : this queflion 

fur- 
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ftrniflied the parliament with^a very ^ 
natural .opportunity of demanding a 
fight of thpfe famous conftitutions, 
which had never been either exa- 
mined or approved . of with the re-, 
quifite forms. The examination of 
thefe conftitutions, and afterward that 
of their books, furniflied /rg*^/ means, 
more than fufficient for declaring, 
their in^itution contrary to the laws 
of the kingdom^ to the obedience, 
due to the Ibveroign, to the fecurity 
of his perfon^ and to the tranquillity, 
of the ftate. 

I fay legal means; for we ought, 
to.diftinguifli, in this caufe, . the legal : 
means on which the deftrudtion of 
the Jefuits was founded, from the 
other motives,' no lefs .equitable, of 
that deftrudtion. We muft not bcr. 
lieve, that cither th^ conftitution§, 
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of thcfc fathers, or the dodlrine thejr 
are reproached with, were the on- 
ly caufe of their ruin, though they 
may be the only truly legal caufe, 
and the only one of courfe which 
{hould have been mentioned in the 
decrees iflued againft them. It is 
but too true, that feveral other orders 
have nearly for principle the fame 
fervilc obedience which the Jefuits 
vow to their fuperiours, and to the 
pope ; it is but too true, that a thou- 
fand other dodlors and religious or- 
ders have taught the dodtrine of the 
power of the church over the tem- 
poralities of kings : it was not 
merely becaufe they thought the Je- 
fuits worfe Frenchmen than other 
monks, that they deftroyed and di- 
fperfed them : it was becaufe they 
looked upon them with reafon as 

more 
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• jjiore to be dreaded on account of 
their intrigues and their credit ; and 
this motive, though not /ega/, is cer- 
tainly a much better one than was ne- 
ceflary to get rid of them. The national 
league againft the Jefuits refembles 
that of Cainbray againft the republick 
cf Venice, which had for its princi- 
pal caufe the riches and infolence of 
thofe republicans. The fociety had 
furniihed the fame motives for ha- 
tred. The publick were juftly dif- 
pleafed at feeing perfons of a religious 
order, devoted by their v?ry profcf- 
lion to humility, to retirement and 
filence, direfting the confciences of 
kings, educating the gentry, ca- 
balling at court, in the city, and in 
the provinces. Nothing irritates rea- 
fonable people more, than men who 
have renounced the world, and yet 

feek 
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icek. to govern it. This, in the 
eyes of the wife, was the leaft par* 
donable crime of the fociety : this 
crime^ of which no mention [was 
made, was of greater weight than 
all thofe they were loaded with be- 
iides^ gnd which, by their nature^ 
were more proper to caufe a decree 
to be pronounced againft them in a 
court of judicature. 

The Jefuits hiave even had the pre- 
fumption to pretend, and feveral 
bifhops their partifans have dared to 
declare it in print, that the great 
colleftion of aflertions, extraiSed 
from the Jefuit authors by order 
of tjie parliament, a colled:ioa 
which ferved as the principal motive 
for their deftrudlion, ought not to 
' llgve had that efFcd : that it was 

«* compiled 
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^compiled in hafte by Janfenift 
** priefts, and ill-attefted by magi- 
** ftrates who were unfit for the 
"work: that it was full of falfe^ 
** quotations, paflages that were mu- 
•* tilatedormifunderftood, objeftions 
*' that were taken for anfwers :" in 
fhort, of a thoufand other unfair 
things of the like nature. The ma- 
giftrates took the trouble of replying- 
to thefe reproaches, and the publick 
would have excufed them : it cannot 
be denied, that amidft a great number 
of exafl: quotations, fome errors had* 
efcaped : they were acknowledged 
without difficulty. But could -thefe 
errors (though they had been much 
more numerous) prevent the reft 
from being true? Bcfides, were 
the complaint of the Jefuits and 
their dtcfcndcrs as juft as it ap- 

pear* 
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;peaf s to be otherwifc, who will give 

himfelf the trouble of examining 
fo many paffages ? In the mean timCt 
till the truth be cleared up (if truths 
of this nature be worth the trouble) 
this colleSion will have produced the 
good which the nation defired, the 
annihilation of the Jefuits ; the re- 
proaches with which we have a right 
to upbraid them will be more or 
lefs numerous ; but the fociety "will 
> not exift; that w^as th6 important 
point. 

This volume of aflertions, extrad:- 
ed from the books of the Jefuits, 
condemned by the magiftrates, had 
been preceded fome years before by 
the condemnation of the work of 
the Jefuit Bufenbaum, in vsrhich the 
dodlrine of king-killing is openly 
:maintained : the copy on which this 

con- 



fondetftnation tcras protfotinced, bore 
^ktt 1757, the rhelanchdly sera of 
that attempt whifcb filled France whh 
liorrour and coftfternation. The Je* 
iuits have pretended that this date 
was a forgery of their enemies, who, 
to render them odious, had caufed a 
new title-page to be prefixed to an 
<)ld edition : the Janfenifts main- 
tained, that the edition was in reality 
^uite new, and proved in a fenfibic 
manner how far, and to vv^hat a de- 
gree of impudence, the Jefuits da«^ 
red be bad fubjefts. Thefe Janfenifts, 
fo little dexterous in other matters, 
but very violent and rancorous, had 
aftually perfuaded the greater part 
of the French nation, that the a- ' 
trocious crime in queftion was the 
work of the Jefuits. However, the 
anfwcrs of the criminal to the inter- 
rogatories 
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rogatories put to him, as thcjr 
were thz^t pubfick, by no ttieahis 
accufed thofe fathers; bat he had 
been a fervant to them, as well as to 
perfons of the oppofitc party: he had 
declared this to his judges; thejefirfts 
{ioTgood reafons without doubt, but 
which we are ignorant of ) were net 
. interrogated, as it feemed they fhould 
have been ; this was enough to a great 
part of the publick, to charge them 
with the crime. 

The aflaffination of the king of 
* Portugal, which happened the year 
following, and in which the fociety 
was again involved, ferved as a new 
means to its enemies for maintaining^ 
and making it believed, that the at- 
tempt, which fhocked all France, was 
their nArovk. The friends of the Je- 
iuits pretended that they were in- 
nocent 
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nocent of the crime committed in 
Portugal; that the ftorm raifed 
^gainfl them on this occafion^ and of 
which alfo they became the vidims 
in that kingdom^ was an effe£t of the 
hatred which they had drawn upon 
Jthem^ on the part of the prime mini-, 
iter Carvalho, who was all-powerful 
with that prince. But why (hould 
perfons of a religious order infpire a 
minifter of ftate with hatred againft 
them> unlefs it be becaufe they have 
rendered themfelves formidable to^ 
that minifter by their intrigues ? 
Why fhould Mr. Carvalho, who de- 
tefted the Jefuits, leave in peace the 
Cordeliers, the Jacobins, and the 
Recollefts, unlefs becaufe he found 
the Jefuits in his way, and that the 
others vegetated in peace in their con- 
vents, without doing the ftate either 

good 
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good or harm ? Every religious and 
turbulent fociety merits, on that ac-' 
count alone, that a ftate (hould be 
purged of them ; it is a crime for 
them to be formidable. 

Accordingly the Portugueze mi- 
nifter availed himfelf dexteroufly of 
the imputation laid to the charge of 
fome of thefe fathers, of having advi- 
fed, directed, and abiblved the aifaA- 
fins, for caufing all the jefuits to be 
driven out of the kingdom : they 
were fent to their general, who, it is 
(aid, not knowing what to do with 
thefe new-comers, left them to perifh 
with hunger and want on board the 
yery vcflels which brought them. " 
M. de Carvalho, when he expelled 
the Jefuits, caufed three of them 
to be arretted, who had been de- 
clared guilty J but he was not power- 

H fun 
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full enough to procure the Jcfuit iM^- 
lagrida to be put to death, though 
he pafled for the moft criminal. The 
Portuguefe populace, ignbrant/fuper- 
ftitiousi and full of Romifli tnax- 
ims, would not have fufJercd a religious 
to be delivered up to the fecular ami 
for a crime deferviiitg of the greafeft 
punishments, becaufe that crime was 
committed only againft a laymttn: 
they w^ere obliged, in order to convifl: 
Malagrida of a crime againft God, 
which fhould render hitn worthy; of 
death, to go and fedk out fome 'filly 
books of devotion, the proddAions 
of weakncfs and of madnefs, written 
by that unhappy Jefuit : it was folely 
for thefe rhapfodies that he was 
condemned to the fire of the inqui- 
fition, not as guilty of high treafon, 
but as.-a herctick. They reproached 

him 
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.liim with viiions and miracles, of 
^hich he had had the folly to boaft ; 
they reproached him particularly 
•with having been able, at the age' of 
fcvcnty-five years^ to divert himfelf 
-«11 alone in. his confinement as^^a 
young novice would have done 5 
•which might alfo have been looked 
'ijpoh as a kind of miracle, truely 
worthy of being counted among the 
: others* : It was upon motives of this 
•fort .that he was* condemned to a 
. moft cruel death : the arret did not 
w&i make mention of the parricide 
-of which he was accufed; and: as 
iM'. de Voltaire moft excellently rc- 
sfeaarks, an fexcefs of feverity was join- 
ed to an excefs of folly. 

It was matter of pleafantry to ob- 
•fetve the embarraflment into which 
the Jefuits -and- th^s Janfcnifts were 
• ' H 2 thrown^ 
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thrown, on account of this vkSim.- 
rfacrificed to the inquifition. The 
J^fuits, devoted till that time to this 
bloody tribunal, dared no longer take 
its piart, fince it had burnt one of 
•their fbciety : the Janfenifts who ab- 
thorred ^it, began to think it juft, 
froni the moment that it had con- 
demned a Jefuit to the flames. They 
aflured us, and aflerted it in print, 
that the inquifition was not what 
they had thought it till then, aiid 
that juftice was done there with 
much wifdom and deliberation. Some 
magiftrates alfo, till then fworn enc- 
-mies of the inquifition, feemed at 
this juncture to foften a little towards 
it. One of the fiitft tribunals in the 
kingdom condemned to the fire a 
writing, in which the Portuguese in- 
quifition was ^rcry ill treated on ao 

count 
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count of the punifhment of Mala- 
grida : and in the declaration which, 
condemned this writing to the fire,^ 
they bcftowed many commendationSj, 
not wholly on the inquififion itfelf,. 
but on tht fcrupulous exammation in. 
Gonfequence of which the Jefuit was . 
delivered up to the fecular arm. 

On account of this charge of re- 
gicide, fo often renewed againfl the 
Jefuits, we fhall relate here a curious. 
;^necdote. It is a/lonifhing, that., 
among fo many pieces which have 
called thefe fathers ajfqffinsj not one 
has made mention of a circumflance? 

m 4 

ipdeed little known, but which feems. 
to afford a fine light to their enemies.. 
At Rome, in their church of St. 
Ignatius, they have caufed to be re- 
prefented in the four corners of the 
cupola (painted about a hundred jrj?ar$* 
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jfince by one of their fathers) fubjeft^ 
drawn from the Old Teftament ; and 
thefe fubjefts are fo many affaffina- 
tiiJ^h'ei'Or at leaft murders, committed 
in the ftame of God by the Jewifh. 
{people : Jael, who, impelled by the 
Divine Spirit, drives a nail into Si- 
fera's head, to whom ihe had offered' 
arid given hofpitality ; Judith, who> 
conducted by the fame guide, cuts 
off the head of Holofernes, ^fter hav- 
iiig feduced and made him- drunk j 
Sampfon, who mafTacres the Phili- 
itin^s by order of the Almighty ; 
Jaftly, David, who flays Goliah. At 
the top of the cupola, St. Ignatius^ 
irt a jglory, darts out flames on th^ 
fdur quarters of the world, with 
thefe words of the New Teftament ^ 
*' I came to fet fire to the earth; 
*^ and what would I but that it 
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^* be kindled ?" Methinks, if any 

thing could make known the Ipirit 
of the fociety, with refpe£t to the 
murderous doctrine that is imputed 
to them, thefe pictures would be a 
flronger proof of it than all the paf- 
fages which are related from tlieir 
authors, and .which are common to 
them with many others : but the 
truth is, that thefe principles, fupported 
Id appearance by tl:e fcripturcs ill un- 
dcrftood, are the principles of the fa- 
naticks of all ages ; and. we may add, 
of the greater part of any fe<ft, when* 
they believe it to be their intereil to 
propagate them, and that they can 
preach them in fafety^ To them an 
hcretick and infidel prince is a ty- 
rant, and of courfe a man whom re- 
ligion and reafon order us equally to 
rid ourfclves of. The only thing 

H; 4, wbichi 
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wfiich the Jefuits ought to be re- 
proached with, is that of having for- 
faken thefe abominable principles 
kter than others, after having more 
ftrongly maintained them ; of ma- 
king particular profeffion of obedience 
to the pope, and of a ftrider obedi- 
ence than the other orders; of being, 
on this account, fo much the more 
to be dreaded in the ftate, the 
more ^ they are in credit there, the 
more difperfed, the more addifted to 
the ecelefiaftieal fundion, a^d above 
all to the inftruftion' of youth ; of 
never having exprefled themfelves 
frankly and clearly (when they have 
not been forced to it) on the max- 
ims of government, touching the in- 
fallibility of the pope, and the inde- 
pendence of kings; and of. having 
given too much room to underfland^ 

that 



ifiat they looked upon thefe maximt : 
as mere local opinions, which might 
be maintained either pro or con, ac-*- 
cording to the country in which they 
foujnd themfelves placed. We may 
fay with truth, and without paffion^ 
that this manner-of thinking breaks : 
forth in all their works, and in thoft 
cvenof the French Jefuits, who have 
wanted tO' appear lefs Rbmi(h with 
refpecS to our maxims, than their 
brethren of Italy or Spain, 

We muft not believe, .haw eVeri,, 
that this fubmiffibn to the pope, with 
which the fociety. are fo often .re- 
proached, is with them an irrevoca- 
ble dodlrine. While tlhe^ J6fuit*. 
preached it in Europe with/ fo much. 
^eal> , we may fay with j madneis, . ta 
effcift ,tbe acceptance of the bull. 
which they had drawn vip,-th«y op-^ 
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pofed in Cl^iqa the decrees which 
the fp-vereign pontiffs launched out 
againft them on account of the Chi- 
&efb ceremonies : they went even fo 
far, as to^ call in queflion the pope'a- 
authority to decide on fubjeds of 
that nature. , So far it is true, that 
their pretended devotion to the pope 
was only, as we may fay, by way of 
inventorial benefit 9 and on the tacit 
condition, of favouring their preten- 
fions, or at leaft of not prejudicing 
Aeir iaterefts. 

However this be, the parallel 
which has juft been made of the 
dodlrine of the Jefuits with the other 
orders, is, in my opinion, the true 
point of view from which we ihouldL 
have fet out in their deftrucStion. 
Among fo many magiftratcs, who 
have 4vritten long examinations on- 

the 



thfe affair "Hjf the focicty, M; de la 
<2h?lQtAi8» . attorney-general of the 
parliament ofBretagne^ appears more 
thjui any other to have confickred 
this affair like a Aatefmany a philo** 
fcpher, an enlightened n^agiftrate,, 
aaid one difengaged of all fpirit of 
hatred and of party. He has not 
amufed himfelf with proving labori- 
oufly and weakly, that the other 
' monks were better than the Jefuits : 
he has penetrated farther and deeper : 
his march to the fight has been more 
f^ank. and firm. *• The monaftick 
^f fpirit/* faid he, *' is the fcourge of> 
*? ilates : of all thofe whom this ipi- 
*f rit animates, the Jefuits are the 
*! mpft hurtful, becaufe they are the 
*^ moft powerful; it is then with; 
** them that we muft begin to fliakc: 
M pffthe yoke of that peraaticiousrace.V 

It, 
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It feems as if this iUaftrfous magi- 
ftratc had taken for his^ device the 
following verfes of Virgil *i 

Duflorefque ipfos primum, capita -ftkaferentes 
•Cornibus. aiboreis, fternk $ turn vulgus, jt* 

omnem. 
Mifcet agens telis nemoca inter frooidea tur- 

ham*. 

The war which he has made with^ 
fo much fuccefs upon the focicty, is- 
only the fignal of the.examii>ation to* 
which he appears delirous of having' 
the conftitutions of, the other orders; 
fuhmitted, with aprpvifo of preferv-- 
ing thofcji vvhichon-fuch examina- 
tion fhall be judged ufeful. . There: 
are even fomc particular commum- 
tips, for exampie, that of the fra- 
ternity called JgTz^^n?^//;^^, whom he 
points out exprefly to the vigilance or 

the 
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rfie magiftratcs, as having already 
gained filently mnch ground : how- 
ever, I know not whether I am miP- 
taken, men who bear a- name fo little 
formed to command refpeS, ought 
I5y no means to flatter themfelves- 
with fucceeding one day to the Jefuits, .. 
among a people with whom names^ 
are apt to give law r it is neceflary,, 
in order ta have in France fuccefS ^ 
and enemies', to begin by calling 
one Vfelf • otherwife. 

With regard to the other monks 
in gteneral, it belongs to the wifdom 
of government to judge of the me- 
thod they ought to take with them; 
. but fuppofing they fhould one day 
want, to deftiroy them, or at leaft 
to* weaken them enough to prevent 
tibeir being hurtful> there is an in- 
iallible way of fucceediftg therein^ 

without 



without employing viqiexiQ^t which 
• nOiuil- be avoided even with them : 
^is, wpuld: hft tQ, r^?fvff the ancient 
\%Yf^ which forbid monaiflick vow^ 
^eipre twentyrftve years pf.agCp May 
the government yield in this refpe^t 
to the unanimous defir^ of enlight*- 
sned citizens ! ! 

In expedlation of this difailer ofi 
the monaflick coma^unities: and the 
happinefs of the ftate^ let us con-^ 
tinue and finiih the account of the^ 
annihilation of the Jefuits. In fpite 
of the war declared againft the fo- 
ciety by the magiftrates, thofe far- 
thers did not think their deftruc- 
tion unavoidable: the parliament of: 
Paris, which . had given them the 
firft blow, had aiTigned them a year 
to judge of their inftitution : the 
party which deiired their ruin, blind 
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^ith hatred^ an^. knowing neither, 
the laws nor . its forms, reproached^ 
the parliament witK having grahtecL 
them fo long a term: they were 
afraid, that the friends which they 
had flill left at court, would obtainu 
from the king an evocation to him^- 
k\{ alone of the judgement of tbi^ 
affair. Thefe apprehenfions appear^ 
ed fo much the^better founded, as, iw 
the interval of the time affigned for 
judgement, they had again received 
from court pretty ftriking marks of - 
protedtion. The parliament^ by thc- 
arret of the 6th of Augufl, 1761,. 
which adjourned them to appear at 
the end of the year for the judgements 
of their, conflitutions, had ordained 
provifionally the fhutting up of their, 
college on the firft of Odtober fol- 
lowing: the king, notwithflanding 

the 



*tfie rcprefcntations of the parliament; . 
' prorogued this timc: till the ift of 
April ; and this prorogation made it 
be apprehoiidcd, that they might ob- 
tain n^rks of: favour ilill more fignal. 
Nobody moreover could imagine that 
a fociety, lately fo powerful], couldi 
ever be annihilated : their very.ene-^ 
mies dared not flatter themfelveavvith. 
it. fully. 5 but they wiftied at leaft to, 
deprive them,, if it v^ere ppfEble, of- 
the tvvo ppincipal. branches of. their^ 
credit, the pjace erf" cpnfefJbr to their; 
kings,, aad the. educ?ition^ of, tbp; 
gentry. 

The king, in tbemidft of 'all thefcr 
proceedings, had confujted, on the.* 
inftitutes of the Jefuits, . the bifliops 
who were in Parish, about forty, 
among them, either through perXua- . 
fion or policy, had beflowed the.; 

greatcft 
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^cateft encomiums, both 'upon the 
inftitute and the focicty : fix were 
of opinion, that their conftitutions 
fhould be modified in certain re- 
ipe^ls : one alone, the bifliop of Soif- 
fbns, declared the inftitute and the 
order alike deteftable. It was pre- 
tended that this prelate (io fevere, or 
fb honeft) had perfonal and very grie- 
vous fubjeds of complaint agamft the 
Jefuits, who, on a delicate occafibn> 
had dieceived, expbfed, and facrificed 
him* Befides refentment, as they 
iaid, and that he wanted to avenge 
himfelf of them, this bifhop was be- 
come Janfenift, and declared chief 
of a party, which, had no. longer a 
head, and was foon to have na mem- 
bers. Unhappily for the Jefuits, 
the prelate, whom they fought to 
cry down, wa& q£ an unblemifhecl 
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reputation in point of religion, pra^ 
bity, and manners : he affirmedt with- 
out difguife, . that the parliaments 
were in the right, and that they 
could not top efFediually get rid of a 
fociety, equally deftrudtive to religioa 
and ta the ftate. 

• Neverthelefs^ a plurality of tha 
bi£hops being favourable to the pre* 
feryalion of the Jefuits, the king„ 
in order to ihpw deference to their 
Opinion, iffiied an edidt, the objedK 
qf whiqh was tcrtuffisr them. to fub^ 
lift, modifying, in feveral refpe<Sls> 
their conftitutions* . This edi<3: be- 
ing carried to the parliament to bct 
rcgiftcred, met there a general op* 
pofition : they made ftrong repion- 
ftrances agdinft it ; and thefe remon- 
ftrances had more fuccefs than the 
parliamenl itfelf could have expeded.. 

Tho. 
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Thfcfcing, withoHt making any 
ply to them^ withdrew his edidt, 
, In thi^ fituation» Martinico^ which 
had already been fo fatal to thefe 
fathers^ by occafioriing the law-fuit 
, yrhich they had loft> haftened, it is. 
faid, their ruin, by a Angular cir-^ 
cumftance. We received, at the endi 
of March, 1762, the inelancholji 
ncw« of the taking of that colony* 
This capture, fo important to tho? 
Englifh, occaiiohed 2^ lofs of feyeral 
millions to our coinn|iercc : the wil^. 
doiri of the government was defirou* 
of preventing the complaints whicb 
&} great >a lofs would occafion to the, . 
publick. They bethought them:, by 
way of caufing a diverfion, of fur- 
nishing the French with another 
fubjeft of converfation ; as heretofore 
Alcibiades thought of cutting ofFhia 
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dog's fail, in order to prevent the* 
Athenians from talking of weightier 
matters. They declared then to 
the principal of the college of the^ 
Jefuits, that nothing more remained 
for them but to obey the parliament, 
and to put a flop to their le6tures> by* 
the I ft of April, 1762. From that- 
time the colleges were fhut up, and' 
the foeiety began ferio»fly to defpair 
of its fortune : at length the 6th of 
Auguft, 1762, the day fo wiihed for^ 
by the publick, arrived : the inftitute, 
was unariimoufly condemned by tho 
parliament, without any oppofition^ 
on the part of the fovereign : theiri 
vow« wer-e declared not binding, the: 
Jefuits fecularifed and diffolved> their 
effefts alienated and fold ; the greater 
part of the parliaments, fooner or 
later„ Heated them pretty nearly ia 
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4^eiame ndannerj fome mingled Hill 
^dfe rigour in their judgements^ and 
^rove them away without other form 
x>f procefs. 

They liv,ed therefore difperfcd here 
mod there, and wearing the: fecular 
habit ; Imt they remained iHIl about 
the -court, ^nd were even in greater 
numbers there than ever : they feem*- 
ed there to brave in filence their 
tcneimes, and to wait, in order to re« 
cover themfelves, a more favourable 
ieafon. It was faid pretty loudly, 
that thefe foxes were not dcftroyed, 
if they proceeded not at laft to /hat 
theni up in the hole where th^3:^ 
thought themfelves fecure; and that 
they were not martyrs fo long as they 
were confeiTors. ^* They are very 
^* ficks'* it was added, ** perhaps die- 
••* ing, but their pulfc yet beats." 

They 
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They were thought to be fo litdfe 
iannibilated, 3 notwithftanditig fheir 
difperfion, that a fuperior of Tsi ^feftll*- 
nary, to whom their houfe for no- 
vices was offered) replied, that ' he 
i^ould not zcQopt of it^ out of fear 

•..'They were not however very far 
diftaht from the: moment of theSr 
4btai expul£on»i and it v^as again to 
the onconfideriate^s^eaLof their friends 
that, they : owed this oWigation. A 
^ahtick partifed of the fociety pub- 
}iihed, in their defence, a violent tfrfei- 
tife,. abufingj^emagiftrates, entitlfed> 
.4featt5/W \ta Speak. : Soniebody, feid 
ihjen,. that the ma^iftrates anfwei* 
ihouldbe^ It is Time to Depart* Such 
perfon was fomuch the lefs miflaken, 
as a new fubjeft of complaint fuC- 
treedodv to ^1 up the tneiafure of 
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tliefe proceedings. The airch-bifliop, 
<)f whOfri 'we have iftready made fuch 
frequent toehtton, ttidught^the rights 
of the church violated by the arrets 
of parliameriti agafnft vows contraft* 
ed before the iitafs : he iffued^ in 
favour of the Jefufts, a mandate, 
l?^liich fcfvcd Comj5letely to fet the 
ittagtilrates againft thertj' foinc of 
thefe fither^'were adciifed of having 
hawked 'about the • mandate j fomc 
of their VdtSfifes, of liaying vended it : 
this was, as it wCre, the fignal of the 
lafl blow given to the whole body. 
The parliartient ordered, th. c withia 
•the ,fpacc "of eight days, evi^iy jeluir, 
profefled or not profeffcd, who was 
dcfiroui of Remaining in the kingJ^ 
dom, fhould make oath tbat he re^ 
nouhced the ihftitutiom The tctm 
was fhoi-t ; they did :not choofe to 

give 
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give them time to deliberate : it was 
feared they might hold fecret alTem*- 
blies among themfelyes; that they 
might write to their general to beg 
Jbis learb to give way to the times ; 
that by favour oi mental reftriSiions, 
they might take the oath which was 
required ; that under the cover of 
this oath they might remain in 
France, in order to wait there a 
more favourable jundlure ; that they 
might pradtife at laft the maxim of 
Slcomat in Bajazet : - 

Promettez ; aiFranchi du peril qui vous preflcB 
Vous verrez de quel poids fera votre promefie. 

It^ certain that the Jefuits, in 
figning the oath which was propofedi 
would have greatly embarraffcd the 
Janfenifts their enemies, who fought 
only a pretext to get them baniflied, 
and to whom that pretext would 
9 have 
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have been wanting. It is certain 
moreover, that as Frenchmen and 
aa Chriftians they might have figned 
confcientioufly what was required of 
them : this a writer, by no means 
well affedted in other refpeds to the 
ibciety, has proved demonflratively, 
by a writing which has fallen into my 
hands, and which will be found in 
the fequel of this hiftory : but whe- 
ther it was fanaticifm or reafbn, 
whether a principle of confcience 
or human refpeft, whether honour 
or obfllnacy, the Jefuits did not what 
they.mighthave done, and what it w^s 
feared they would do. Thefe men^ 
who were thought fo much difpofed 
to trifle with religion, and who had 
been reprefented as fuch in a multi- 
tode of writings, refufed almoft all 
to take the oath which was required 

I of 
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of them : in confequence thereof 
they had orders to quit the kingdom ; 

and thefe orders were executed with 

/• . ■ ■ • 

rigour. In vain jfcveral of them re- 
presented their age, their infirmities^ 
the fervices which they had perform- 
ed; hardly one of their requefb wM 
granted. The juftice which had 
been done on the body, was puihed 
againft individuals to an extreme fe^ 
verity, which probably was thought 
neceffary. They wanted to take 
away from this fociety, the very 
{hadow of which Teemed to terrier 
even after it no longer exift'ed^ j|ll 
means of Cpringing up again one diyii 
ientiments of compailion werefacci'^ 
ficed to what was deemed reiibn of 
ftate. Neverthelefs the impIacaBJG 
Janfenifts^ irritated by the very recent 
rememberance of the perKecutioM 

which 
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which the Jefuits had made them 
undergo, thought {hat the parliamehit 
had not yet done enough ; they refem- 
bled the Swifs captain, who ordered 
the' dead and the dying to be b.uried 
together on the field of battle : it 
was reprefented to him, that fbme of 
the interred ftill breathed, and begged 
only to live: ^^ Pho," iaid h«, ''if 
'* we were to mind them, there 
** would not be a dead man among 
" tftem.** 

It is certain that the greater part 
of the Jefuits, thofe who in that fo- 
cieiy (as elfewhere) interfere with 
notning, and who are much niore 
numerous' among them thaii is ima;- 
l^incxl^ ought not, had it been po(- 
fible, to have been punifhed for the 
£iulits of ^ their fuperiors: thoufands 
of thele innocents were confounded 

I 2 unwill- 



§Dd,th9;Puly oA^$^^^ piti^i ^ 

leader&bad obtained, l^y i;}}j^r i^i 

penfions which they 'could e^ 

.their eafe, while the multitude 

iiced remained wltt^PVtfj^read ai 

.as without fupportvr. All that cp^ 

alledged in farour of^thegeneral c 

of expulfion pronounced againft 

fathers, was the fan>ous pafT^ 

Tacitus, relative to tl^a^ la,w-c 

RonGians, which condemned to 

all the flaves in a houfci for^ th^. 

of a fingle one : babet aliquideK 

amne magnum exemplum> .".j 
^* great example has foEpiev^l^a 
«* juft in it." Thus, in the ^e 
tion of the Templars, a. grciat^ ni 
of innocents fell vidims to the 
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and inrolent riches' of their chiefs : 
arid thbs 'Ag 'diiRjriJl/ffe,- of which 
the ^fifafibl'afs 'wefe' accufcd, were 
not thi")6nly cdufe <if their deftruc- 
tibriS' ^tlfeif ^. ptiritipil crime was 
Hhii^^Bf hjaviftg f cridered themfelves 
odJof^'and-fotniiaable. Pofteritywill 
thTlik ihe 4amc, of the judgement 
iflUed againft'thfr Jefuits, and of the 
exile to which they have been con- 
dctottttf t tliey will deem it perhaps 
fcvtri; ' at leaft in appearance, but 
jpci%wtp$'alfo will judge it indifpenfi- 
ble i^tHisf time alone can decide. 

r 

' /^'^oir^th^ reifl:, independently of tlfe 
nati^ii compaffion which the aged 
jKfiiW, b'r thofe fick, and without 
refdarqc, itemed to claim, and who 
aiftcf ^au are men, one would think a 
^ftraaidh might have been made, in 
m^c^'ath which was required^ between 
''''' '3 the 



( '7+ ) ■ 
the profelTed JfSuit^ and thoie who 
were not fb.^ b,«j^e!^.thofe who. had 
al^c^dy teoouqced the inftitution and 
tbji<t who adhered to.jt flill, without 
^|)ciagabipluteJ[j^tied..Jpit. Alloys; the 
-■fl^thj-jto.^^ve been rpjuircd from, the 
. i^ofe&d JoruitEt whom the^E , wanted 
,ta get rid. of^ ilich a j:irecajiitioo n^gbt 
have been thought; nc^elTary : but. was 
,it;Jiece0ary to req^irt;^;^. thing Q^rc 
pf the. Jefuits whp wei:e not .pro- 
felTed,, thaa a fimple .promife that 
. they would not Mnd.theinfelvea.tQ 
tbeinftitution, or any thing, .^e, of 
ihe ex-Jcfuits> than a b^je-^^q^Jj^a- 
tion that they_ had rciioyi)c?d:JJt f 
.The contrary condud which w^ 40b- 
fcrved, migh t have prefcrved to t^)^Xo- 
fiety fubjefls who were diljipfc^- to 
quit it, and who were dep^v^^i °^ 
every other rcfource : ihie rigoui;,^lfo 
might 
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m^ht reftore to the order, members 
which it hftd dready loft. 

In propofing thefe reflexions^ I 
mm very fiar from difapproving of the 
cdhduA of the magiftrates ; who for 
juft feafbns, withoot doubts thought 
it their duty to adt otberwife : it is 
jNTOper however to remark^ that fe* 
veral parliaments have thought it 
tf^it Sitff on their parts^ to obferve 
ii contrary -conduft ; after having dif- 
fbked the inftitution, they have left 
thfe difperfed Jefuits all the rights of 
fdbjfedtti : but is it not to be feared, 
l^d' t)iey, that by preserving them 
thus in more than one half of the 
Jutigdom, they have left to thefe men^ 
^«^ho are thought fo turbulent, a 
itieans of forming intrigues, fo much 
tfie more dangerous as they. are con« 
cealed ? Once more, time alone can 
^ '^-^ I 4 inform 
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inform us which of the^ ju4gf« 
have taken the beft xn^tho^rrin^i^s 
affair 5 whether the one bfj^c}i*i)ot 
been too rigorous,. an4ciwhethcr {tJ^B 
others, in wantip^,t<M?!C h(^ ^i3^^» 
qo^ bufied,lttlc.fi^i5^^^>4e.r M^ 
. Some parUaments h^fidcjsJa^^ pyq? 
nquiwxd hp: i^tenccr^gaipflft the, iife- 
ili^utflofl.i.. ?u)d .jth(5,f Jefeits :fiibfift«l 
i^U.9PlwrQ.ift.p»/j j?ftr|i^pij& i^fW§f. 
There was room to apprehend, i that 
at: the ,£rft vfignal of ..FaUjf ill^ the 
difpirjed. party,, .fuddenly j<>iaii}g ? jtb© 

pariy.»;^/W, might f(;v;f»n*?«^ 
cictyi^ ;ppn fecfor e > ai^y ; ^u^ i Vff)^ 
a. condition to,oppofe;it. 1 p||^4^^)|w§||^ 

dop:i,< and the honour ^^, oi^i^ggr 
.ver^jment, feemed to i;cqui5qi ^\^). 
Jth|cjiaw^, witb^ regard. tq ths jjffejlftr 
vrJjjAtCYgr it.jvas, ihoujci b9A»ni%^^- 
throvghQUt . the kingdom, , T^f^; 

vicw« 
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views feem to have didated the 
cdift, by which the king has juft 
abolithtd the fociety throughout 
all? France'; but pcrniitting, in other 
rc^ft^, its members to live quiet- 
ly-'fe their country, under the eye 
and' under the protection of the 
laws. ' May thefe pacifick inteh- 
tipiis of oar auguft monarch be 
cJ^dWrie^ with the fuccefs which they 
fli€^t I' ■' * -■ ■ 

It WM without doubt the better to 
ftdfiU /thefe refpedable intentions^ 
thlk th* piarliament of Paris, on re- 
^ftsriiiSr^' this new ediiSt, ordained 
thi^Jefrnts to refide each in his own 
didteiei and to prefent themfelves 
eVi^y ^± tnonths before the magi« 
^K^i'k the place in which they fliall 
dW4rf.\"^We know not whether the^ 
J^diUi who are already v^ithdrawn 
••^'^'' I 5 into 
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into foreign co^Qtfi€s> miil think 
proper tOr fuhmit : to ibis "conftjcwnt* 
The fame air^t forl^ds thea^ to 
come within ten leagues of Paris^ 
•whieh bani£b€9 tbcm at leaftri fix 
leagues from Ver^D^leSi bat prx^bits 
them not froni dwelling at Fontain- 
Ueau and Compiegne^ where the 
court irefides at leail tfar^e,montfas!W 
the^year. It was thought perhaps^ 
that during fo (bort a fpace of time^ 
their intrigues at court wo^ld not he 
to be dreaded. :: 

•On baniflhingthe Jeftfitsbyite'lfft 
arr^t, the parliament of Paris iKfcd 
afligned them penfions for their ftib*- 
fiftcace : this mitigation to tbeiircex- 
ile appeared to many people a, con* 
tradition. Wherefore^ faid^they^ 
facilitate a retreat into foreign .cottn* 
tries to fubje£^ reputed dan^n^us, 
5 apoftlcs 



\ 
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"ipoftlcS of rcgidide, enemiM of the 
'ftkte;* and Who/by fefofing to re- 
nounce the (bctety, prefer their Ita- 
Ifain general to their lawful fovereign ? 
Thfet»e- ■ is no' eatife, however, for 
'Irfsthittg with feverity this apparent 
^Wfttraiidioii ; though we fhould 
'Blfappfove, in logical rigour, of what 
4t ^ not our province to decide upon, 
ifW cSttght ftill more to excufe it, on 
account of the law of nature which 
cxrfted before there were Janfenifts 
and Jefuits. Thofe who have ham- 
•*|jbrbd^ihemfelves in the inftitution 
-^ tht? ' fociety, did it altojgeiher lin- 
•^r^the proteiftion of the publick 
>"feith and the laws : if they have re- 

f»fed to renounce it, it may be thro* 

'^•'delicacy of confcience ever to be 

Tp^^]pdded> even in men who are 

'Wltrng. On facriiicing them to the 

* 16 neceffity 
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.iieceflity which ^^M^tl^cmght indif*' 
penribla, Mi& ' n^ilodgeif' permitting 
Jefuits'ifi^Fratfee^ if wcmld have been 
inhuttianto deprive themiofAhe w- 
cdfilories of lile, and lofotabid «bem 
even tihe -air^ whkfa ; ihey v ibteaihe. 
As to' the re&, thefe reflenotisi; ili&hc- 
tber.well or ill founded^ ibaKe.:no 
longer •pkce^ .fron theononsentjihtt. 
thei^Jefiiit8-«e peiimittddpiisdriihfiofit 
requiring any thing of ^^ themv ^to ire- 
main in the kingdom : After liaving 
deprived the fociety of it$.cfFe<3^Ait 
is right to farniih itsniembers.^.with 
the isieans.of fubfifting; inci&nucdisis 
it is thought poiiible^ withjoutiiiiQon- 
venience^ to reftore them to tfaeAa^e 
to which they belong, ^j; ^.u 1;)|^ 
• Let ns. npt fqrget^ . I::^&a:e; mctcoin-- 
elude this narrative, a ;fingui9r xrir- 
cumAanceir. extremely proper to ^lew. 
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iaitS:igi«,ppia$.,of view, the prc- 

pBodtd (^Tii^fk for . religion, with 

.whiohcfeveml pf its minifters feek to 

isedfick : thdmfelves. Some bifhops^ 

tmho tefidc; in their ^liocefes, joined 

thcndislve^iby their mandates, to the 

aitefhbiihop, .defender of the Jefuits : 

»*othec: biihops (who refide not) were 

ijt^dy:jta; join themfelves alfo. The 

jtfoaS&amttxt^madc a (hew of wanting 

to repowi and caufing to be ob« 

^fiunred with rigour, the ancient laws 

' ^ei^tt€ting reiidence : thefe bifhops 

iUbencwere iilent, and their menacing 

aizcial . expired on their hps. Difcon* 

'fiotted and humbled at their im- 

pdtence againft the enemies of tht 

Jefuits, they will feek perhaps to in- 

dfBttmify themfelves, by falling upon 

-the philoibphers, whom theyaccufe, 

mtsy unjuiUy, of having communis* 

cated 



ciatcd to the parliament of Paris their 
]preterKled liberty Of thinking : even 
y ready fomc of thefe 'pr6Ht(k, i^e 
arc affured, have taken- this fad and 
feeble revenge ; Hke that Writfeh^ 
on U^hom, as he wa^s pafling, a tile 
fell ffotik the top of a feeufe, the 
toof of which was repairing; aiid who, 
to revenge himfelf, threwtloncsijptd^ 
the firft ftory, not having^ ftMd^h^ 
'as he faid, to throw thei^ higher. '' 
' Such has been in this kirigddte 
the fate of the Jcfuits : the circnm- 
fiances of their dcftruftion have hifttt 
Very ftrange in all- reipdSs } ' • the 
ftorm begun at a place 'wherft'-^t 
was expeded the kaft, in Pbrtu- 
gal, the moft' addifted of ^11 the 
countries of Europe to pi:iefts>tid 
tnonks, which' appeared not ' fdrmed 
for delivering itfclf fo fpeedily from 

the 



the Jefuita^ and Aill kfs to iet in 

that refptei^N the example ; their 

annihilj^tion id' France was pre-» 

pi^rtd hys the rigoup which they 

40iM»f d Miipiteof theinfelves >la(lly» 

iti jwa^ i^oitfuminated by* a» dying 

md ijbjve(5t fed, which has fini^hed^ 

againd all expe6iation, what an. Ar^^ 

)nauld|,a PafchaU and a Nicole^ would 

neither havis been abie to e^xecute^ 

Bor ^ttJ^mph nor even to hope. What 

^more ftriking example of that incorw 

ceivaWe fatality which fecms to pr&- 

/•fi$k ovj^ human affairs, and to bring 

-lA^em^ when we expert it leail, to 

v*he point of matnrity or deftrudion? 

It would make a fine chapter^ to add 

-:|o hiftory the great events which have 

. ,Jbapp!en€»d through ilender cau{es>» 

: > A well-known writer^ Ipeafcing in 

-1.759^ thre? years before the deftr^ux:- 

tion 
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tibn of the Jcfuits, of the two par-^i 
ties which -<Jivid^ the <^hurch of 
France, faid of the moft^ powerful 
party, *• that it would ceafe food to 
" cxift * :" fome 'wanted to ^liiakc 
. thefe words pafs for a prdpheey; 
but as probably the writer ' afpircs 
not to the honodr of being 4i prophet, 
he will confefs that on writing this 
fort of predidion, he was ver|y far 
from fufpe<aing it was fo true. It 
was plainly feen, that the party till 
then opprefled began to gain ground ; 
but nobody could forefee to what 
a degree it was to opprefs^ ih it& 
turn, that by which it had beeiv til! i 
then kept under: fine matter to the 
enemies of the fociety, to enfbrct tht - 
validity of their ordinary cbixktik6ti^^ 
:-■:•■ • ' • ■ -'plaw?-- 






* Melanges de litterature, d'hiftoire & de plri* 
kfepkie, par M, D « • • • Tom. IV. p. 36^. 
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place fsLyings, on the Providence of 
Qp4 Hlix^PP^'iPf what they call 

.i If>i? -A^fc l?/s, fmg^lar, ; that the 
Jjj5C^hfl^t|5^iijt^fi tit^ftwhen (he/uf- 
ferqd,^^^ Aveak(>ejfs lo ^ppi^ar. abroad, 
.^y,an,:Un^PjCj5fsful war, (hould have 
pPf%»f ^ t|iis, axa of vigour »t. home : 
ijiA^ tcttf ); it^iafe. on reflexion we (hall 
W >^§5h8p«# ii> the fame principle, 
t||e ca^iofrfo^much weaknfifs with- 
p\ft» ^iiji^^ffoch; great ftrength, or, if 
ypW^fiJ^f^ of fach great fermentation 
.^ifj\in ^ b^t Jhis political difcuffion 
visvliycfatyjm too far, and. H no 

*jf5jV^i|at/i:6 more fingular . ftiU, is, 
tl^ iia< undertaking, which would 
hai^<fe?^o jthpught very difficuU^ and 
evpjgj^poflible at the beginning of 
1^6 1, (hould have been accomplifhed 
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in lefs than two years, without npife, 
without refiftance, and with as little 
trouble. as they would have had in 
deftrbying the Capuchins and the 
Pickpuffes. Wc cannot fay of the 
Jefuits that their death has been as 
briniant as their life. Nay, if any 
thing ought to humble them j it is that 
they have periftied fo pitifully,^ fo 
obfcurely, without luftre and with- 
out glory. Nothing better difcovers 
a real weaknefs, which had only the 
appearance of ftrength. The Jefuits 
will fay, without doubt, that they 
have only executed, and wanted oiily 
to execute, literally the precept of the 
gofpel; •* When they perfecute you 
•' in one city, fly into another/' But 
whyi after having forgot this preci^pt 
for two hundred years, have they te- 
membered it fo ktc ? 

Laftly, 
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Laftly, what will complete our 

aftoni£hment is, that two or three 
men only, who would not have 
thought themfelvcs deftined to cfFedl 
fuch a revolution^ fhould have con- 
ceived and accompIiHied this great 
proj^a : the general impulfe given to 
the whole body of the magiftracy was 
"their work, and the fruit of their 
imJ3etuou8 activity. Mankind indeed 
are feldom led by cold and calm fpi- 
rits. .Tranquill reafpn has not, of 
herfelf alone, the warmth fo ncccf- 
fary to enforce her opinions, and 
make us enter into her views: flie 
;s content with inftruding her age 
filently, and without buftle, and to 
become afterwards a mere fpeAatrefg 
of the efFcd:, whether good or bad» 
which her leflbns ihall have pro- 
duced. She referables, if we may ufe 

the 
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the comparifon, the ^* old man of the 
" mountain/' at whofe voice the young 
people, his difciples, ran to throw 
themfelves over precipices, but who 
topk care not to throw himfelf over. 

It is true^ that this fmall number 
of men, who fet all the tribunals of 
the kingdom in motion againft the Je^ 
fuits, found the nation favourably dif- 
pofed for that fermentation, and eagier 
to fupport it by its difcourfcs. We 
fay by its difcour/es ; for in France all 
that the nation can do, is to fpeak, 
right or wrong, for or againft, thofe 
who govern : but it muft be con- 
fcfled alfo, that the publick cry is 
there held in fome account. Philo- 
fophy, againft which the Janfehifts 
had declared war almoft as hot as 
iagainft the company of Jefus, had 
made, in fpite of them, and happily 

for 
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for them, fenfible progrefles. The 
Jefuits, intolerant by fyftena and fitua- 
tionj were become by it only the 
more odious : they were cojofidered^ 
if I ;nay fo fay, as the giants of fa- 
« naticifm ; as the mofl dangerous ene- 
mies of reafon^ and as thofe whom 
it importpd moil to get rid of. The 
parlianients, when they began to at- 
tack the fociety, found this difpoli- 
tion in all minds. It was properly 
philofophy, which by the mouth of 
the magiflrates^ ifTued the decree 

again(]t the Jefuits : Janfenifm was 
only the fqllicitor in it. The na- 
tion, and the philoibphers at its 
head^ wifhed the annihilation of 
thefe fathers, becauf^ they are into- 
lerant, perfecutors^ turbulent, and 
formidable: the Janfenids defired 
iXj^ becaufe the Jefuits maintain wr- 

fati/e 
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JatUe grace^ and thcmfelvcs ejkacima 
^race. But for this ridiculous fcho- 
lailick diip'ute, and the fatal bull 
which was the fruit of it, the focietjr 
would perhaps ftill exift, after hav- 
ing fo often merited deflru£tion, for * 
caufes foniewhat more real and more 
weighty. But at laft it U deftroyed, 
and reafon is avenged. 

Q^t'importe de quel bras Dieu daigne fe fecvir ^ 

4 

To thefe reflexions we may join 
another no Icfs important, and form- 
ed to ferve as a lefTon to all religious 
orders, which may be tempted to 
imitate the Jefuits, If thofe fa«? 
thers had been prudent enough tp 
confine the credit of the fociety to , 
what it might draw from thefciences 
and letters, that credit would have 
been more folid, lefs envied, arid 

more 
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imore durable. It was the fpirit of 
intrigue and ambition wTiich they 
^ifplayed, the oppreffions which they 
^xercifed j in brie word, their crior- 
Jiidu§ power (or what was thought 
fuch) and, above all, the infolcnce 
which they Joined to it, that ruined 
them. There is no belfeving to 
what a height they had carried their 
^udaciouihefs lately^ the following 
is a pretty recent ftrpke,^ which wiU 
jmake them thoroughly known. 

Benedift XIV. at the beginning 
of his pontificate, accepted the dedi- 
cation of a workj which father Nor- 
bert the Capuchin had compofed a- 
galnft the Jcfuitsi for they were com^ 
tothatpafs, as to arm even the Capu- 
chinisagainftthem: Tu quoque Brute* ! 

cried 

** Andthnu too^ mj dear Brutus /- It is affiircd that 
tka fatyxift gafc 10^ Ae i|y ^rd Jhum . a mem . nuM 
liciotts interpretation than we pretend to ap- 
pmrejof* 
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cried a famous fatyrifl on this occa- 
fion. The pope thought he might 
permit Norbert to remain at Rome 
under his proteiftion. He had not 
the power to do it : the Jefuits took 
their meafures fo well, that in the 
end they drove the Capuchin not only 
out of the pope's territories, but even 
out of all the Catholjck ilates: he 
was obliged to fly to London^ and 
found not till 1759 an afylum in 
Portugal, when the ibciety were 
driven from thence: he had the fa- 
tisfadion, as he tells us himfelf> to 
affift at the execution of Malagrida, 
and to fay mafs for the repofe of his 
foul, while they finifhed burning his 
body. 

The perfecution, fo rancoroufly 
carried on by the Jefuits againft this 
monk> who was prote^ed by Bene- 

dia 
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^A XIV. bad greatly Irritated that 
pope againft them ; he omitted no 
opportunity of giving them, on all 
dccafions, difguft, whenever it was 
in his power. The Janfcnifts cvea 
doubt not but, if he had lived, he 
would have availed himfelf of the 
circumftance of their deftrudtion in 
Portugal and France, to annihilate 
jhe fociety : but whatever they may 
fay, it is not probable that a pope^ 
be he what he will, fhould ever forget 
fo far his own true interefts. The 
Jefuits are the fovereign Pontif s Ja- 
niifaries, formidable fbmetimes ta 
their mafter, like thofe of the Otto-^ 
man Porte, but neceffary like them 
to the fupport of the empire. It is 
the intereft of the court of Rome to 
curb and to prefcrve them : Benedict 
XIV. had too much fenfe not tor 
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think fo. The Czar Peter, It i^ 
true, broke at one time 40,060 Stre* 
litzest who had revolted, though 
they were his beft fbldiers : but the 
Czar had twenty millions of fubjc(3RSi 
and could recruit them with other 
Strelitzes ; whereas the Pope, whoie 
whol6 power is fupported only by 
the fpiritual army under his com- 
mand, would not be able eafily to 
recruit it with fuch foldiers as the 
Jefuits, fo well difciplined, fo devo-* 
ted to the church of Kome, and fo 
formidable to the enemies of the fo'^ 
vcreign Pontif. 

It may be afferted with truths that 
Pope Benedict XIV, would have aded 
better on fuch an occafion than his 
fucccflbr Clement XIII. He would 
noU like the latter, have written to a 
Idng, who did him the honour of!coii- 

4 fuldog 
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fultihg him, *' that the JcTuits muflr 
^* remain as they were:" he. would 
have returned an equivocal anfwcr^ 
as he did oh occafion of the refaifal 
of the facraments to the Janfeiiifts j 
ho would have gained time; he 
woiild have granted the parliaments 
£>me modifications in regard to the 
zhftitution (at I6aft with refpedt to 
the French Jefuits) $ he would have 
flattered and engaged the Janfenifts^ 
by fome bull, in favour of efficacious 
grace : in flioi:t, he would have dead- 
ened or weakened the blows that 
were aimed at his regiment of guards* 
But it looks as if, in this affair, the 
Jefuits and their friends had been 
feized with a fit of giddinefs, a^d 
that they did themfelves all that was 
Heceffary to accelerate their rum : 
Ifihy ihcvred themfelves, - forth* :firff 
■- K 2 time. 
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timCf inflexible in a matter,* where 
it was of the higheft importance to 
them not to be fo : they caballed in 
focret, and talked openly at court 
againft their enemies : ihey cried 
out, that religion was undone, if we 
parted with them; that we drove 
them away only to eftablifh in Franqe 
incredulity and herefy : and by thefe 
ineans they caft oil on the fire, in- 
itead of extinguiftiing it. It looks 
as if the Janfenifls had put up to 
God, for the deftruftion of the fo-» 
ciety, the following prayer of Joad 
in Athalia. 

Daigne, daigne, grand Dieu, (\xrfin chef & 

fur clle 
Repandre cet efprit dMmprudence&d'erreisfy 
. De Uur dejiru^ion funefte avant-coureur* 

Accordingly the Janfenifls /Irongly 
afiured us in their bigotted languagcr 

that 
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that xht finger ofGvd was manifefl on 
all parts in this affair : " Alas ?" re- 
plied a quondam Jefuit, feemingly 
xonfoled at being jno longer of the 
order, " you may fay, all bis four 
** fingers^ and the thumb too !" 
\ Thus then was this famous fociety 
cut off from amidft us; heaven grant 
that it may be without return, were 
it only for the fake of peace, and that 
we may at laft be able to fay, hie 
jacetl . Its beft friends (we are not 
afraid to affert it) are too good fub* 
je(fts to think the contrary : the re- 
jcftablifliment of this turbulent, irri- 
tated^ and fanatical fociety, would do 
morehtirt to the ftate, than it could^ 
in the opinion even of its own partifans, 
do good, to the church... This ^vtnt 
(if Providence pleafe to make it du- 
rable) will form not only an epoch, 

"K 3 buti 
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but> according to maoy people^ « 
.true chronological sera in tbe hiftory 
of religion: dateswill be reckoned 
henceforth in . that hiftory from the 
^ejuitical Uegfra *, at leaft in. Por>- 
tugal and in France ; and the Janfe*- 
oiifts hope, that this new tcclefiafiicai 
computatiim will not be long before 
It be ad^tted into other CathoUe 
countries. This is the end of thofb 
fervent prayers which they put up ta 
God for the greateft gooijl of their 
enemies, and for bringing about 
^' the return of the fociety to itfelf.*' 

Nothing will be, without doubt^ 
more advantageous and more pleafing 
to them^ \X is well known that 
every Janfenift, provided he can iayj» 
with the ravages in Candide, ^^ Let 

/ - " 

• The reader knows tint htgha ixgx&Att fiigi^^ 
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^* us have a flice of the Jefuit,". will 
bib at the fummit of his happinefs and 
jjoy : but it remains to know what 
profit reafon (which is full as good as 
Jfanfenifm) will derive at laft from a 
profcription fo greatly defired. I fay 
reafon^ and not irreliglon: this is a 
precaution neceffary to be taken ; for 
iSSxt theology of the Janfenifls is^ as 
we have feen^ fo reafonable, that i!tit:j 
arc apt to confidcr the words reafon 
and irreligion as iynonimous. It is 
certain that the annihilation of the 
ibciety may be productive of great ad- 
vantages to reafon, provided the into* 
lerantfpiritof Janfenifmfucceednotin 
credit to Jefuitical intolerance; for we 
arc not afraid to fay that, between 
tliefe two fefts, both which are wicked 
and pernicious, if we were obliged 
to choofe^ and fuppofingthem to be 

K 4 in veiled 
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inverted with the fame degree ot 
power, the fociety, which has juft 
been expelled, would be ftill the leaft 
tyrannical. Thejefuits, acomplai- 
fant fet of people, provided we declare 
ourfelves nottheir enemies, givefufii- 
cient permiffion to think as we pleaie. 
The Janferiifts, devoid of confidera- 
iion as well as abilities, will h^ve us 
think juft as they do : if they wert 
mafters, they would exercife over our 
writings, over our underftandirigs, 
over our difcourfes, the moft violent 
inquifition. Happily it is not much 
to be feared> that they will ever 
acquire much credit : the rigor which 
they profeft will not make its way 
at court, where folks are very de- 
firous of being Chriftians, but on 
condition that it coft them little ; 
and their do^riiil of Prcdeftination 

and 
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end Grace is too har(h and too ab« 
furd not to Ihock their minds. 
Let foreigners reproach France a« 
much fts they will (it is of fmall 
inrjportance) on the little concern (he 
feems to take in her national theatre^ 
fo -efteemed throiighont all Europe, 
and on the diftinguiflied favour whith 
4hc beftows on her mufick, though 
^defptfed by all nations : thofe fo- 
Teigners, envious of us and our 
enemies, will not furely ever have 
the melancholy advantage of re** 
^roaching our government with a 
more. material fault, that of takings 
for the objedl of its protcdion, men 
^without talents, without underftand* 
in^, urik»owing and unknown; af*» 
ter having herfetofore carried .on ft 
violent perfecution *againft the illu^ 
ftriotts and refpe<ft*fe^ fathers of -fo 

K 5 pitifull 
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jvltifuU a poftefity. Furthermore^ 
the nation^ which begips now to be 
enlightened^ will probably grow en- 
light|ene4'oiofe and more. Dii^utes 
apncerninjg religion will be defpifed^ 
and fanaticifm will be held in horror. 
The magiftrates^ who prpfcribed the 
fanaticifm of the Jefuits, are men of 
top much underflanding, too good 
fubje(£ts^ too much fitted for the ag^ 
they live in, to fuBfer another fanati- 
cifm to fucceed it : eycin already fome 
of them (among others Mr. de la 
Chalotais) have explained themfelves 
fo openly as to difpleafe the' Janfe- 
piAs> and to merit the honour of 
being placed by them in the rank 
ef philofopher^. That fed feem$ 
tp fay like God, vr\^ok language 
it fo often and fo abufiyely makes 
lf& of, *J He tha| is not for me i$ 
\ ** againft 



( ^03 ) 
« againft me :'* but it will not thereby 
make the more profelytes. The 
Jefuits were regular troops, brc^ 
&iid difciplined under the ftandard 
of iuperftition : they were the Ma- 
fcedonian phalanx, which it import- 
ed reafon to fee broken and dc« 
ftroyed. The Janfenifts are orilj^ 
CofTacjcs and Pandours, of whom 
reafon will have a cheap conqueft,^ 
ieeing they will fight fingly and dir 
ipcrfed. la vain will they cry out as^ 
iifual, that it is/fufficient to fhew ao- 
attachment to religion, to be reviled 
by modern philofopbers^ It will be re- 
plied to them, that Pafchal, Niciole,, 
Bofluet, and the writers, of the Port'- 
Rpyal, were attached to religion tj 
and that there is not one modern phi^ 
kffopber (at leaft, one worthy bf that 
name) ythfi does not revere and bar 
■", K 6 nour 
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nour them. In vain will they ima<^ 
' pnc, that becaufe they fucceeded td 
the Janfenifm of Port-Roya), they 
are to fucceed alfo to the Kfpt&, 
which it enjoyed : it is as if the va*^ 
lets de chambre of a great lord (hould 
want to make themfeh^es be ftiled 
'bis heirs, becaufe they inherited a few 
of his caft clothes. Janfenifm, in 
the Port-Royal, was a blemifli which 
it effaced by great merit : in its pre* 
tended fucceflbrs it is their fole ex- 
iflence ; and what, in' the age where- 
in we live, is an exiftcnce fo poor and 
ridiculous ? 

Accordingly it need not be doubt*- 

■ 

jtd but the deftrudion of their ene- 
:mies will foon bring on theirs, not 
wilh violence, but by flow degrees, by 
infeiifible tranipiration, and through 
il necefiary confecjuence of thq con«« 

tempt 



tempt with which that fcdl: in;fpire8 
all fenfible people. The Jefuit^, 
driven oiit by them, and dragging 
them along with themfelvcs in their 
fall, may put up, from this-inftant, to 
their founder St. Ignatius, the fol- 
lowing prayer for their enemies, 
** Father, pardon them, for they 
** know not what they do.** 
' To Ipeak ferioufly, and without 
(Circumlocution, it is time that the 
laws fhould lend reafon their aid for 
the aiyiihilation of that party-fpirit, 
. which has fo long difturbcd the king- 
dom with ridiculous controyerfies ; 
^ontroverfies, we are not afraid to 
aflert it, more fatal to the ftate than 
infidelity itfelf, when it feeks not 
to make profelytes* A great prince, 
it is faid, reproached one of his of- 
ficers witlx^being a Janfenift or Mo** 
• linift. 



IkiiCt, I Ipiow not which : they toI4' 
Bim he was miftaken, fbr that the 
©fficer was an Atheift : ** If he be 
•* only an Atheift/' replied the princc^^ 
^^ that is another affair, and I have 
^ nothing to fay to it/' This an-r 
fwcr, which feme have wanted to 
turn into ridicule, was however ex- 
tremely wife : the prince, as head of 
the ftate, has nothing to fear from 
an Atheift^ who is iilent, and dog- 
matizes not. Such a wretch, while 
extremely culpable in the eyes of God 
and of reafon, is hurtful only to him- 
felf> and not to others : the p^rty- 
|nan, the difputant, difturbs^ fociety 
l^y his idle controveriies. In this cafe 
that law of Solon prevails not, by 
which all who took not fome fide in 
the troubles of the ftate were declared 
iipfamous. That great legiilator was 

too 
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too knowing to rank in thisinum^ 
bcr the cbntroverfies concerning re- 
ligiori^ (6 ill calculated to inierefl 
gdod fubjeds ; he would rather have 
(nade it an honour to ihun and to 
defpife thepi» 

Our gloomy theological quarrels 
confine not to the limits of the 
kingdom the injury and hurt they do 
ijs : they debafe, in the eyes of Eu- 
rope^ our nation^ already too much 
hjumiliated by her misfortunes i they 
Itiake flrangers^ and even the Italian^^ 
fay, ** That the French know not 
" bow to be warm, estfeepting for 
** billets of (ponfeffion, or for buf- 
** foons, for the bull Unigenitus, or 
•* for the comick opera *•" Such is 
the very unjuft idea which a hand- 
full 

t 

* This is what a thoufand French have heard 
• |i^d in England, in Germany, and even at Rome* 
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full of faniticks give to all Etrrbpe of 
•the French nation, at a time never- 
thelefs when the truely eflimablc 
part of that nation are more enh'ght- 
* cned than ever> more taken bp about 
ufeful objefts, and fuller of contempt 
for the follies and the jnen that dif- 
grace it* 

' Tt is not only the honour of France 
which is intcrefted in the Annihila- 
tion of thefe vain difputes; the ho- 
nour of religion isftill moreconcfcrn- 
cd in it, on account of the obftacles 
which they oppofe to the converfion 
of unbelievers. I will fuppofe that 
* one of thofe men, who have had the 
misfortune, in our times, to attack re- 
ligion in their writings, and againft 
whom the Jcfuits and the Janfenifts 
^have equally exerted themfelves, 
, ihould addrefa at the fame time the 
'^- ■■■■ - • two 
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two moft intrepid thcologifts of each 
party, and fpeak to them thus : ** You 
** are right, gentlemen, to cry out 
** fliame againft me, and it is my in- 
** tention to repair it, Didate to mc 
*^ then in concert a confeffion of faith. 
** proper for the purpofe, and which 
** may reconcile me firft with God| 
^* and afterwards with every one of 
** you." On the very firft article of the 
creed, ** I believe in God the Father 
** Almighty," he would infallibly fet 
hy the ears the two Catechifts, by 
kfking them if God is equally power- 
ful over the heart and over the body ? 
'* Without doubt," the Janfenifi 
Vvould aver : ** Not quite fo," the Je- 
fuit would mutter. •* You are a 
•* blafphemer," the former would 
Cry; ** And you/' would reply the 
fegond, *^ a deftroyer of'the freedom 
■ " and 
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•* and the merit of goo.4^ works/' 
Both addreffing themfelves afterward 
to their profelyte, would fay fo him^ 
*• Ah, Sir, infidelity is ftill better 
*' than the abominable dodlrine of 
** my adverfary : beware of cpnfiding, 
^^ your foul to £ucb bad hands. I£ 
«' the blind/' lays the Gofpel, ♦' lead 
•* the blind, they will both fall inta 
*' the ditch/' It muft be owned^ 
that the blind infidel would find him-» 
felf a little embarrafled between two^ 

■ 

men, who offer each to ferve him as 
guide,, and yet mutually charge each* 
other with being blinder than him.. 
** Gentlemen/' would he fay to them«. 
without doubt, •' I thank you both'. 
** for your charitable oflFcrs : God has. 
^^ given me, to condudt me in thp 
**' dark, a ftafF, which is reafon, and 
y which you fajr will lead me to the 

^« faith : 
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•' faith : well; I will make ufc of 
^* this falutary ftafF, and I will draVf 
** from it inore utility than from you 
•' two." 

Nothing more retiiairis then to go- 
vernment and the magiftrates, for 
the honour of religion and the ilate> 
tiiajn to rcprefs^ and ren4er alike coQr 
teiapp^.ibjLe, both parties* We fay i|t 
"with ib o^uch the more confidenceit 
as nobody calls in doubt the irnpar-^ 
tiality of the wife depofitaries of ju- 
Aice, and the hearty contempt which 
they have for thefe abfurd conteAs^ 
the dangerous eBFedts of which their 
office has, required them to prevent. 
With what fatisfadtion will wife and 
enlightened fubjedts fee them com* 
plete their work? Ought not the 
Janfenift Gazetteer and the Convul- 

jfionaries 
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fionaries * to exped from tliem, on 
the firft occafion, the fame treatment 
«s the Jefuits ; with this difFerencfeV 
however, which we are to put (itl 
point of honour) between the punifh- 
ment of a revolted noblcflc, and that 
of a turbulent populace ? The Jefuits 
uttered their dangerous maxima iii 
topen day : the Convulfioaarries and 
the Janfenift Gazetteer preach and 
print their extravagancies in the dark* 
The obfcurity alone with \yhich thefc 
Wretches envelope themfelves, can 
fliield them from the fate which they 
/l^erit : perhaps alfo there needs to 
deftroy them only to drag them out of 
that obfcurity, only to ©rder the Con- 
vulfionaries (under pain of whipping) 

to 

• It is aflured, that tl^e day after the expoliion 
of the Jefuits, the Con vulfionaries began to foretell 
It. It is 4hus that they have always prophefied ; 
and what i$ very furpriiiDg, they have never h^% 
miilakva* 
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to exhibit their dffgufting farces/ 
not in a garret, but in a fair, for 
money, among dancers on the rope, 
and players with cups and balls, who 
will foon bring them down : and as 
to the Janfenill Gazetteer (under pain 
of being led through the ftreets upoA 
an afs) of printing his (dull libel not' 
in his garret, hut at an authorifed 
bookfeller's, at the publifher's, for 
qxanxple, of the Chrifiian yournat, 
fo widely circulated, and fo deferving 
t>f being fo. Convulfionaries and 
gazetteers will vanifh, the moment' 
in which they (hall have loft the little 
merit .which remains to them, that 
of clandeftinenefs . In a very fhort 
time the name of the Janfenifts will 
be forgotten, as that of their adyer- 
ftries is profcribed; the deftrudlion' 
Qf the one; and the difappearance of 

the 
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the others, will leave no longer any 
trace to rccollcft them hy i thi« 
^vent, like tfaofe which have pre- 
ceded it, will be effaced and buried, 
by thofe which fhall follow; and 
nothing at mod will remain of it 
but that French witticifm, that fihe^ 
diief of the Jefuits is a brc^n cap« 
tkin, who has loft his company. 
• Tq conclude^ we fliall obfervc 
that the title of Soaety ^fJifus is fHU' 
one of the reproaches which the Jan- 
fenifts caft on the Jefuits, as a too 
proi\d denomination ; by which they 
feemed to attribute . to themfelves 
alone the quality of Chriftians : this, 
is a pretty flight fubjed of quarrel^ ^ 
and proves only what we have al- 
ready laid, that hatred has formed 
weapons of every thing to attack 
fhenu TheirQe<:rimeof thefoctety^ 

wc 
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wc carinot repeat it too often, is nttt 
the being called the Company of yefusp 
43ut the having been really a company 
of intriguers and fanaticks ; the ha« 
ving endeavoured to oppreis every 
fhing which gave it umbrage; the 
leaving wanted to domineer in every 
thing; the having intermeddled In all 
affairs and all factions ^; the having 
fought, in a word, rather to render 
ihemfelves neceflary than ufefuK 

The fpitit of giddincfst which has 
occaiioned the misfortiine of the Je- 
fuits in France, feems to announce' 
to them a like fate in the reft of Eu- 
rope. They have long been cried 
dlowh in the territories of the king* 
of Sardinia, and the republick of 
Venice ; and tht little exiftence they 
yet prefervc there, may very poiJibly 

be Xhaken dnewby the ihocks whrcb. 

they 



they have juft felt elfe where : their 
condudt in Silefia, during the laft 
war, has not difpofed favourably to- 
wards thena a prince, in other refpe<^s 
an enemy to fuperftition and the 
monkifh race: the houfe of Auftria, 
which has fo long protedted them^ 
begins to be tired, of them, and to 
find out what they ar6; and they 
have all room to fear, left the bomb, 
which has burft in Portugal and in^^ 
France, fhould dart fome of its iplin- 
ters againft them into all parts of 
Europe. 
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Vf7E ihall clofe this treatife with 
the queries, of which mention 
has been made above, refpe£ting thi5 
oath which was required of the 
Jefuits : they are propofcd in fuch a 

manner^ 



manner, that there feems to be no 
doubt, either as to fhe arifwef to be 
made to each, or cenfequently as^.to 
the part which thefe fathers fhould 
have taken. It appears, in the wri- 
tings publiftied onthis fubjcft by 
the Janfenifts and the Jefuits, as if 
they had made it their bufin efs td 
deviate from the true point of view 
of the queftion. Inftead of the idle 
declamations which have been print- 
ed oa both fides, the author feems to 
have meant to fubftitute a little 
logick : this is the fecret for abridg- 
ing a number of conlroverfics, which 
the rhetorick of lawyers and of man- 
dates would perpetuate to eternity* 
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I. 

I 

m 

AR1B not the king^ or the ma^ 
giftrates who reprefent him, 
competent judges for deciding, whe- 
ther a religious inftitution be con- 
formable or contrary to the laws o£ 
the kingdom ? 

IT. 

Is it neceffary that the fpiritu^ 
power concur with the temporal, for 
this decifion, which is purely civil ? 

Did 

* Thefe queries appear to hftve been written in 
the interval between the arret» which ordains the 
Jefuits to take the oath, and the arret which ha* 
nifhed them. It was thought they might be ufeful, 
if any unforefeen circamftancn fhonld ieem one day 
tb require. the Jefuits to be forced to renoance cx- 
pre&ly the inftiCtttioo« 



m. 

Did not the king's fubjeds, who 
Submitted themfelvcs to this inftitu- 
tion, fubmit thereto, on the fuppo- 
£tion, nay, in the perfuafion, that 
:the king and the ftate approved 

thereof ? 

> 

IV. 

If the king, or the magiftrates who 
reprefent him, having at firft per- 
mitted or tolerated the inftitution, 
come afterwards to be of opinion, 
that it is contrary to the laws of 
the kingdom, would the king's fub- 
jefts, who had fubjeded themfelves 
to this inftitution, and who took the 
Tefplution of renouncing it, wound 
thereby their confciences ? . 

; 1< a • Does 



V. 

|)oes^ renmiciatron of the in- 
Hitutidn import a renunciation ctf 
dip vow <^i<:bafHty and that of /^^/v, 
which they had taken, and which 
neither the king nor the magiftrates 
can hinder them from obferving ? 

VL 

Is it making ^n attempt upon the 
rights of the spiritual power, to de-- 
clare that their vow of obedience, 
{confidered only in a civil light) is 
iQconfiilentwitb the obedience which 
they hav^ Y0w«d from their birth to . 
theif lawful ibvereign ; an obedience^ 
by virtue of which they live, in the 
territories i5f thjit jtbvereign, undEjer 
theproteaioho'rthclaJwt^ • 

K 
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VII. 

If the vow which they have made 
as fubje6ls, be declared contrary to 
that which they have made as monks^ 
is not this fecond vow null of itfclf, 
being deftroyed by a vow more aa- 
cient and more facred ? 

Yin. 

If they think tli€;mfelvcs, notwith- 
flanding this confideration, engaged 
by their vow of obedience ', if they 
prefer a religious ftate to that of 
fubjedls I can, nay indeed ought not 
the prince, or the magiftrates vyhp 
rcprefent hiiD, to. declare, that they 
have forfeited the rights of fubjedls, 
and oblfgc fhcm to quit a ftate of 
which they refufc to be members ? 

• L i Have 
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IX. 

Have not the profeffed monks^ 
vho fliall renounce the inftifution*, 
and who are bound befidcs, by their 
vow oi poverty, and by the renuncia- 
tion of their efFedts, a right to re- 
quire the ftateto charge itfclf with 
4heir fiibfiilence.? 

X. 

Would profeiTed monks, who on 
refufing to renounce their vow of 
obedience, fhould receive, either from 
the court, or their friends *, notwith- 
ftanding their vow of poverty, pen- 
fipns much greater than is neceflary 
for their fubfiftence, prove by this 
condudt, that they were much lefs 

attached 

* As tbe Jefuits of Ver&dks, aad fome others of 
ihc principal have done. 
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attached to their vow than to theli- 
General; that they refufed much 
more through pride than through 
religion, to renounce the focicty ; 
that they were, in a word, more 

'Jefuits th'an Chriftians ? 

i 

XIv 

Ought hot thofe profefled monks, 
who (hall renounce the inftitution, 
at the fame time, in order to put out 
o£ diipute their religion arid their 
honour, to declare the motives of 
attachment to their fovereign and 
their country, which oblige them to 
that reriunciation, and to demand a 
juridical ad of that declaration ? 

XII. 

Is it neceflfary to require of the 
non-profejfed monks, any thing more 

L 4- than 
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than a mote , Imrkjical ckclaration, 
that they have ipade no vows i and a 

• jproBufe of not piaking- any ? 

• • •• 

XIII. 

r « 

And with regard to thofe who 
voluntarily renounced the inftitution, 
before the arrSt, which requires 
the oathj' is it neceflary to reqjiire 
of them any thing elfe than a iinxple 
juridijcal declaration that; th^y have 
.xeti9unced it f 

I XIV. 

Will not the Jcfuits equally cni- 
.tarrafs the Janfenifts their enemies, 
whether they take the oath which is 
required, or whether they take it 
not? If they take it, they deprive 
tjkfiir inveterate enemies of tLc hope 
and the pleafure of feeing them ha- 

niihed i 
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niihcdf if they refufc to .take it, 

they refute, without reply, the im* 

putation which has been fo often call . 

upon them, of fporting with religion 

and with Oaths ? In the firft cafe they 

difconcert hatred ; in the fecond they 

confound calumny. Which fide 

ought they to take ? That of difcon- 

certing hatred, and of confounding 

cialumny both at once^ in joining to 

the oath, which is required of thcm> 

the declaration, the fubftance of winch 

is contained in the Xlth Qjicry, and 

of which we fhall give below th# 

formula. 

XV. 

What fcourge have been the dif^ 
putes concerning religion, and in par^ 
ticular the abfurd and miferablcconteft 
of Janfenifm, which for upwards of i 

L 5 hundred 
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hundred years has made fo many 
perfons unhappy in one of thefc two 
parties, and which now is likely to- 
make as many in the other ! 

XVI. 

, What a happinefs, for nations and 
for kings, .is the banner of philo- 
sophy, which by infpiring for thofe 
frivolous difputes the contenipt which 
they merit, is the only means of 
preventing their becoming dan»- 
£erous ? . 

Who is the author of the^fe re- 
flexions ? A Frenchman, attached^ 
folely to his country, who interefls 
hiihfelf ^neither for verfatik grace t, 
^ nor viSlorious deleSiation \ who is nei- 
ther of any fedl, nor of any order,. 

neither* 
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neither of the congregation o^mejjieurs^^ 
nor of the troop of St. Medard ; who 
has neither received money from the 
General of the Jcfuits, nor been 
whipped with rods in the garrets of 
the Convullionaries ; who wifhes that 
men would live in peace, and that 
fo much hatred, excited by whimsv 
fo many profound adls of knavery, 
occafioned by fenfelefs difputes, fo 
many evils, in fliort, brought about 
by fo many follies, (hould teack 
them at laft to be wife. 

So be it. 



L 6 A form 
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Jf Jbrm of' dtclaratidn for the profejfed 

monks. 

iThc wnderfigning, a profclflcd 
monk of the late fociety called 
of Jefus^ declare^ thatiwhen I fubr 
jc^^ i3(^y&lf to the iniUtution an^tl 
l^vcf f^saeut of that focktyj I fuppo^ 
jffBd, 9$ aa mdiirpeiiikblc coii4itioa of 
J^i^l erigagemeoty that it bad t}te apf- 
probation of the king my lawJ^ul i5>- 
vereign ; his majefty having declared 
fince, in an unequivocal 'manner^' by 
the mouth of the magiftrates, depo- 
fitaries of his authority, the incom- 
patibility of my vow of obedience, 
with that more ancient and facred 
vow which I have made to my king 
and to my cOfintry, and finding 

myfelf 
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myfelf obiiged to choofc the one df 
the other of thefc vows, . which I 
can no longer obferye together, 1 
think myfeirboandi iii hofiour ani 
tvi corrfcience; to hold by that which 
1 made as a Frenchman and fufeje^ 
tff his majefty : it is throngh thi* 
fole motive that^ I ^cnounee livings 
henceforward, under the authority 
of the inftitutipn, and ^ the govern-* 
ment of the faid fociety ; not in- 
tending, however, to renounce the 
vow of poverty, and that of chaftity, 
which I have made, and the obfer- 
vance of which no motive can forbid 
me ; promifing anew to God and to 
the church, as far as is neceflary, to 
preferve the virtue of perfedt conti- 
nence, and to receive from thofe, who 
ihall think proper to provide me 
with- ibbfiftencc, only jvift what is 

abfolutely 
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abfolutely neceflary to that very fub- 
fiftence, purfuant to the precept of 
St. Paul. In confirmation whereof 
I have figncd the prefent declaration, 
of which I demand the enrollment^ 
in order to difcharge, at once, without 
any view either of intereft or humaa 
refpedt, what I owe to God and mj 
king. 

Done at Pjzris this 
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A form of declaration for the noti'* 
profejfed Jefuits. 

I The underfigning declare, 
that not being bound yet by the 
vows of.profeffion to the late fociety 
called of Jefus, and the king my 
fovereign having forbidden all his 
fubjedts, by the mouth of the magi- 
ftrates, depofitaries of his authority, 
to bind themfelves to that inftitution, 
I promife and fwear, as a good and 
faithful fubjedt of his majefty, not 
*-to engage myfelf in the faid fociety, 
by any vow whatever* In confirma- 
-tion. &c. 
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A form of declaration for the ix- 

Jefuits. 

I The underfigning declare, that in 
the month of . . • . • and jrear o£ 
. . . • . before the arret of the court of 
which requires of the late Je- 
fuits the renunciation, of that infti- 
tution, I made voluntarily that re- 
nunciation, of which the pieces 
hereunto annexed are vouchers. 
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